21/ 11/ 1997

Unani nous support in Sarawak assenbly

KUCHI NG Thurs. - Al 62 nenbers of the Sarawak Legi sl ative Assenbly,

i ncludi ng two DAP nenbers and two | ndependents, today voted in favour of a
notion of confidence in Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad to
conti nue | eading the country.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud tabled the notion at 4. 15pm and
it was unani nously approved at 6.10pm after being debated by seven
Assenbl ynen, through a show of hands.

The notion was pronpted by a draft resolution by 34 United States
Congressnen asking Dr Mahathir to either make a public apol ogy or resign
for his alleged anti-senitic and anti-Anerican remarks, and attenpts nade
by US governnent officials to investigate Petronas' legitimte investnents
in lran.

The motion contained the foll ow ng:

* To strongly condemm and reject the said draft resolution by the US
Congressnen and any decision, attenpts by any US agency to investigate the
legitimate i nvestments of Petronas

* To reaffirmunequivocally its continued support for the | eadership of
Dr Mahathir as Prime Mnister of Malaysia, and his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahi m

* To strongly condem and oppose any attenpt fromany quarter including
the citizens of the USto interfere with the internal affairs of Ml aysia,
or to undermine our nation's sovereignty or integrity or our
denocratically el ected national |eadership

* To acknow edge the significant contributions and achi evenents of the
Prime M nister, under whose able and strong | eadershi p Mal aysi a has
achi eved unprecendent ed econom ¢ growth and prosperity, enjoyed peace,
progress, religious tol eranceand raci al harnony, gained internationa
recognition and respect, and under whose gui dance and under st andi ng,
relati onship between the State and Federal governnents have strengt hened
and national unity and integration greatly enhanced.

In tabling the nmotion, Taib said: "Such actions (by US Congressmnen)
constitute blatant and totally unacceptable interference in our interna
affairs and our denocratically elected national |eadership, as well as
unwarranted attenpt to underm ne our nation's sovereignty and integrity."”

Jason Wng Si ng Nang ( DAP-Pel awan), who is al so Sarawak DAP chai rman
sai d al t hough the DAP was an opposition party, it would give its ful
support to Dr Mahathir.

In Kangar, the Perlis Umo |iaison comittee today denounced the action
of the 34 Congressnen.

The deci sion was made after the comittee net for an hour, its chairnan
and Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassim said.

He said Perlis Umo believed the group's draft resol ution was tantanount
to nmeddling in the affairs of Ml aysia.

"We've our full confidence in the Prinme M nister who has been
denocratically elected,” he told a Press conference.

In Mal acca, about 50 nenbers of the Parti Angkatan Keadil an | nsan
Mal aysi a perforned hajat prayers at the State Al -Azi mnosque |ast night in
show of their support for Dr Mahathir and Anwar.

Aki m Yout h head Muhammad Mohd Din, regretting the action of the
Congressnen, said the party supported Dr Mahathir.

"No foreigner has the right to neddle in the country's affairs nor ask



our | eader to step down. The Congressnen are just too nuch.”
Meanwhi |l e, International |Islamc University Malaysia Students' Council
t oday expressed confidence in Dr Mahathir's | eadership, saying he had
devel oped Mal aysia into a harnoni ous country.
( END)
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