21/ 08/ 1997
Under graduates | ead by forming Al DS cl ub

Cheah Phai k Kin
ITis rewardi ng, sonething good to do and definitely for a noble cause.

Dati n Paduka Marina Mahat hir was confident the young generation had the
edge and the ability to contribute to society and join her and many ot hers
wor | dwi de to fight AlDS.

She | aunched the Universiti Putra Mal aysia AIDS Vol unteers O ub
initiated by students of the Faculty of Human Ecol ogy and Faculty of
Heal th Sci ence and Bi onedi ci ne recently.

Wtnessed by nore than 70 students and | ecturers, the event brought the
students a step cl oser to achieving the country's vision of creating a
caring society.

In her speech, Marina said she was touched by the students genui ne
intentions to performgood deeds and support the nation's vision to create
a caring society.

She added t hat she had al ways been greatly interested in student
projects and the Ml aysi an Al DS Council woul d support the club's
activities and provide the neccesary training and educati on.

"The nove is also tinely, inline with the recent |launch of the Yayasan
Sal am " she sai d.

"It is also about tine we give sonmething back to the society.

"Charity work does not only benefit the recipients but the givers as
wel | although it involves sacrifices.

"The sense of personal achievenent is satisfying."

Mari na al so urged other local institutions of higher learning to foll ow
the exanpl e of the UPM students.

Club president S.P. Suresh Kumar Dhawan sai d they were noved by the
plight of AIDS victins.

"W synpat hise with them and hope to spread the nessage about the
preventi on of AIDS anong the young generation,” he said.

He added that the club which has about 80 menbers also ained to pronote
vol unt eeri sm anong t he undergraduates of the university.

"I feel that we should do our bit and contribute to society,"” he said.

Suresh, who enjoys volunteer work, said the conmttee planned to hold
ongoi ng activities for club nmenbers who would al so vol unteer their
services to assist AIDS organisations and the Ml aysi an Al DS Counci | .

Al so present at the [aunch was UPM deputy vi ce-chancel |l or (student
affairs) Prof Rahim M Sail who supported the students' efforts.

He said he was inpressed with the students efforts.

"I amproud of all of you," he decl ared.
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