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United in the face of gl obalisation

THERE are many reasons why Paki stan and Mal aysi a nust hasten efforts to
extend their excellent diplomatic ties to econonic areas. Both are Islamc
countries capable of inproving the lot of the Islami c world. As nenbers of
the Devel opi ng Eight (D-8), the econom c branch of the Organisation of
Islam c Conference (OC) that had its first sumrt earlier this year,

Paki stan and Mal aysia agreed to | ead the way for other Islamc countries
to intensify cooperation and hel p one anot her prosper.

Their success in establishing closer economc ties, instead of just
di plomatic, cultural or people-to-people, is crucial to convince others
that Islamc countries can prosper one another. Certainly, the fruits of
Nawaz's visit to Malaysia will not be ripe for harvest overnight. But
success wi Il indeed give strong encouragenment to other |slanic governnents
as to how far and deep ties between Islam c countries can go. At the D-8
summ t in Turkey, |eaders of the participating nations acknow edged t hat
the Islam c world should have had nore say in global trade. Wth their
conmbi ned reserves, the Islam c countries have the financial nuscles to
nmove markets and currencies, or at |least pronote the Islamc financial
systemas a viable international nmechanism

Much was agreed upon during the visit by Prine Mnister Nawaz Sharif
| ast week. A nenorandum of understandi ng on defence was signed and the two
countries have promised to | ook into other areas of cooperation. Conpanies
fromboth countries also held the first Ml aysi a- Paki stan gathering to
identify opportunities for joint ventures and to anal yse the strengths and
weaknesses in their current state of relations. The Paki stani Gover nnent
is keen to learn from Mal aysia's privatization progranmes.

Paki stan, with some 130 mllion people, is by far the larger country
al t hough Mal aysia, which is |ocated in the dynanm ¢ Asean regi on, has
enj oyed great fortune and an econonmic boomin the |ast decade. For
Paki st an, peace and harnmony will continue to be elusive in the com ng
years. Years of military rule and political turnmoil have sl owed down
devel opnent and economic growth. Years of being at odds w th nei ghbour
I ndi a have not only danpened the economni ¢ devel opnent of Paki stan but al so
that of India. But as Nawaz said, the key to prosperity and security is
econom ¢ strength. Pakistan's resolve to choose the econom c path towards
security and prosperity is, therefore, encouraging. This is certainly in
line with Malaysia's own vision. Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, in his address to Asean foreign mnisters who met in Kuala Lumpur
| ast nmonth, underscored economc strength as the key to security in the
region.

In the sanme vein, the future security of Islamc countries will depend
on their economc strength. Individually, many Miuslimnations are wealthy
with high per capita i ncomes and great affluence. There are probably nore
Rol | s- Royces and pal aces in Islamc countries than in the entire Western
world. Collectively, though, there is little effort to nerge resources and
hel p each other. Historically, Islanmc countries and Miuslimfacti ons waged
war with one another nore often than they nade peace. They depend on the
US and other world powers - none of themlIslamc countries - for arms to
fight and kill one another. They al so have to depend on these econom c
powers for technol ogy, job-creating investnents, and nedi ati on for peace.

The Paki st an- Mal aysi a rel ati ons can be seen as just another bilatera
effort. But it could also be viewed as the first concrete step by nenbers



of the D8 to carry out what they have agreed to acconplish. Mre trade
and i nvestnent nissions nust be sent to each other's shores and the
counci |l representing Ml aysi a- Paki stan entrepreneurs nust convene regul ar
meetings. Joint ventures in each other's countries as well as in third
Islami c countries nust be pursued with vigour. The objective nmust not be
simply bilateral, it should aimat starting an effort that would result in
all Islamc countries working together as a united force in the face of
gl obal i sati on.

( END)
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