03 APR 1997
Mahat hir-Putra
UNI VERSI TI PERTANI AN | S NOW UNI VERSI TI PUTRA

SERDANG, April 3 (Bernanma) -- Universiti Pertanian Ml aysia is now
known as Universiti Putra Ml aysia (UPM.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad, who announced this here
today, said the new name was chosen because of UPM s |ocation next to
Putrajaya, the new administrative capital within the Miltinmedia Super
Corridor (MsSC).

Putrajaya is naned after first Prine Mnister Tunku Abdul Rahnman Putra
"Putra also relates to the country's youthful population," he said
addressing UPM staff and students preceding a dialogue with them during a

one- day working visit there.

The crowd gave Dr Mhathir a thunderous standing ovation upon naking
t he announcenent .

Speaki ng at a packed UPM s Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Hall, Dr
Mahat hir said a name change for the university was necessary as its role
was no | onger confined to agriculture.

In fact, the prine mnister said, UPM was now playing a vital role in
scientific and technol ogical research and devel opnent such as in the area
of information technology (IT) and nul ti nedi a.
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Dr Mahathir said the achievenents of UPM which he described as a
university set up to teach Mal aysians how to plant padi and fish, have made
hi m proud.

"Today we see tremendous progress being nmade and know edge gai ned has
contributed to the creation of several products and uni que production
nmet hods not devel oped by other parties,” he said.

Presently 60 per cent of UPMs 23,000 students follow science courses
and the rest, arts and social sciences.

Last year alone UPM won the national award for the best R&D
institution, the IT special managenent award and the Mal aysi an Conputer
I ndustry Award for |IT achi evenent.

The prinme minister said application of agricultural products in
i ndustries should not be neglected although the country's econony was nho
| onger primarily agro-based.

"W need nore R and D on application of agricultural produce and |and
use to bring about maxi mum returns,” he said.

He called for the use of information technology to increase
agricultural output as in future only mniml manpower would be involved in
its production which also had to cater for conmunities in other industries
as well.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir, acconpanied by Education M nister Datuk Seri
Naji b Tun Razak was briefed by UPM vice-chancell or Prof Datuk Dr Syed
Jalaludin Syed Salim on the university's devel oprment.

Dr Mahathir also witnessed the signing of a Menorandum of Understandi ng
bet ween UPM and Technol ogy Resources Industries Bhd (TRI) for the
establ i shnrent of a Post G aduate School of Managenent.

TRI chairman Tan Sri Tajudin Rami signed for his conpany while Dr Syed



Jal aludin represented UPM -- BERNAMA
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