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Uni versity of Warwick to transfer oilfield gas flaring expertise to us

Ahmad A. Tai b; Rashid Yusof in London

MALAYSI A will send a followup teamto took into greater detail, the
research and devel opnent work at the University of Warwick with a view of
appl yi ng sone of their technol ogy, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said

The Prime Mnister, inpressed with the R&D work at the university,
wanted to see if Ml aysia could benefit fromit.

Dr Mahathir spent alnost the entire day at the university, about 100km
fromhere, looking at various aspects of research undertaken there.

The university's research, especially those by the Warwi ck Manufacturing
Group, stands out as the npbst productive.

Under the WM5 the university has a close research tie-up with sone of
the top nanes in the manufacturing industry.

The research is jointly undertaken by professional engineers fromthe
conpani es funding the research, the teaching staff and students.

Mal aysia, with 325 students, top the list of foreign countries which
enrol students there.

One of the research areas Malaysia is interested in relates to the
flaring of gas at petrol fields.

Dr Mahathir was told that the university could nake avail able this
technol ogy to Mal aysia since Malaysia flares the gas at its oilfields.

"W |ike to know what we can do for ourselves in this area," he said.

"W would Iike to followup with a research project. W also like to see
what productive use we could get fromrare earth which are stored in the
| and.

"Apart fromthis, we also like to see if we can put to good use sone of
the other residues fromour tin industry."”

Mal aysi a al ready has the foundation for research collaboration with the
uni versity.

Uni versiti Teknol ogi Mal aysi a establi shed the Business and Advanced
Technol ogy Centre in Kuala Lunmpur in partnership with the W/G

The BATC s main responsibility is to train and retrain executives,
managers and engineers in relevant industries to attain world cl ass
per f or mance.

The centre al so advi ses Mal aysi an i ndustries on, anbng ot hers, product
devel oprent and design, infrastructural devel opment, quality managenent,
operations and producti on managenent, and human resources devel opnent.

Dr Mahathir said there was much that Mal aysia could | earn from advanced
R&D.

"For instance, we need to know everythi ng about designing and then
strai ght on to assenbly and production,” he said. "Over here, | sawthat
the research done was very specific, for exanple, in the field of
aut onot i ve engi neeri ng.

"The research is inportant in helping to determ ne every aspect of
manuf acturing to make it nore efficient and eventually profitable. W need
to know the latest in technology to maintain and i nprove upon our
conpetitive edge," the Prime Mnister said.

Asked to el aborate on his views concerning the country's bal ance of
payrment, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent had told exporters to trade on
ClF basis, neaning that they should export products inclusive of cost,

i nsurance and frei ght charges.

Asked to el aborate on his earlier comments on his neeting with new y-

elected British Prinme Mnister Tony Blair, Dr Mahathir said apart from



wanting to know Mal aysia's views on China, his counterpart also wanted to
know t he Mal aysi an experience in turning bills into | aws.

In the British experience, Blair told Dr Mahathir that the House of
Lords could be a stunbling block in passing bills although they had been
passed by the House of Commons.

Dr Mahathir said he gave his views on this drawing fromthe Ml aysi an
experience although the situation was different in Britain.

"Whet her or not Blair intends to use nmy suggestion is up to him" he
said. "l just gave sone views on this."

The Prime Mnister also visited the office of the Commbnweal th
Part nership for Technol ogy Managenent, where he net the CPTM networ ki ng
menbers, and its board of directors.

CPTM which had its roots at the 1989 Commobnweal th Heads of Governnent
Meeting in Kuala Lunmpur, brings together governnents, conpanies, and
individuals in a smart partnership, and is a new formof Comopnweal th co-
oper ati on.

Addr essi ng the networki ng menbers, Dr Mahathir said confidence building
was a part of devel opment, and that some devel opi ng countries were not
able to progress due to the | ack of confidence.

He spoke on the need to nonitor the inplenentation of devel opnent
projects, and to have a grasp of happeni ngs on the ground.

He drew reference to the Inplenentation and Co-ordination Unit at the
Prime Mnister's Departnent, which enabl ed the Governnent to instantly
know t he progress or del ays of devel opnent projects.

Dr Mahathir said the ICU started as a war roomduring the Emergency
years and was subsequently used to nonitor devel opnent.

The Prime M nister al so spoke on purchasi ng power. He brought chuckles
fromthe networking menbers when he produced fromhis wallet a 500 billion
dinar note fromthe forner Yugoslavia, which at the time of printing was
equi val ent in value to U$12 cents, to enphasi se the point.
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