15 FEB 1997
Varsity
UNI VERSI TY TUN ABDUL RAZAK - MALAYSIA'S FIRST VI RTUAL UNI VERSI TY

By: Sal ny Hashi m

MCLEAN, Virginia, Feb 15 (Bernama)--Tun Abdul Razak University,

Mal aysia's first virtual university, will offer its first course on-line by
next year, Assistant Vice-President of SAIC (Science Applications
I nternational Corporation), Mchael Corrigan, said here Friday

SAIC, an R&D firm and one of the top systems integrators in the United
States, which has formed a partnership with KUB Ml aysi a Bhd, has applied
for MSC status with the Miltinedia Devel oprment Corporation (MDC) in the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor.

Corrigan said, the Malaysian Mnistry of Education had invited SAl C and
KUB to apply for a licence to operate the fully-accredited university in
Mal aysi a.

"We hope to formour first class within the next 18 nonths - in the
form of electronic distant education,” he told Bernama followi ng a business
briefing by MMOS and Putrajaya Holdings on "Putrajaya: the Wrld s Mst
Exciting Smart Cty."

The one-day conference, attended by nearly 100 American conpani es, was
jointly organised by the US Trade and Devel opment Agency and Booz-Al |l en and
Hanmilton, a consulting firm

The private university, which would initially be opened to students
around the Klang Valley, would later expand its distant |earning concept to
cities outside Kuala Lunpur |ike Kota Baharu, Kota Kinabalu and Penang

Courses to be offered by the full bachelor's degree programre include
Comput er Science, Information Technol ogy, Mathematics, Software Devel opnent
and Managenent Science

Corrigan said the university would not have a main canpus |like a
regul ar university. But students anywhere can learn as long as they own a
conmputer. However, students who do not own conputers could go to "virtua
cl assroons" or study centres and gain know edge through video

tel econferencing, e-nail, live and pre-recorded video denobnstrations,
ani mati on and interactive software.
"W will provide a whole slew of nultinedia technology to deliver the

best educational content to students,” he added.

SAIC and KUB signed a Smart Partnership agreenent in Los Angel es on Jan
13 during a nmission to pronote the MSC led by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mbhanmad.

The non-excl usi ve agreenent covers broad areas of |IT and systens
i ntegration including planning, systens design and devel opnent, and
i mpl ementation. Under the agreenent, SAIC and KUB wi |l pursue projects in
di stant |earning, teleconmunications, intelligent cities, intelligent
transportation, intelligent buildings, and information protection, anong
ot hers.

SAIC is one of the | argest enpl oyee-owned high-technol ogy conpanies in
the US with nore than US$2 billion in annual revenue and nore than 21, 000
enpl oyees. The KUB Technol ogy Group of Conpanies is a Ml aysi an- owned
congl onerate offering highly specialised |IT services.-- BERNAVA

SH AAM



	UNIVERSITY TUN ABDUL RAZAK - MALAYSIA'S FIRST VIRTUAL UNIVERSITY (Bernama 15/02/1997)

