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Unor t hodox, but the signal is clear

A. Kadir Jasin

FRI DAY' S announcenent by Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi m of
the nmuch awai ted and wi dely | ooked-out for appointnment of the new Sel angor
Menteri Besar created as much scope for further speculation as it did for
cl osing the subject.

To begin with, the selection of Datuk Abu Hassan Omar, a Cabi net
M ni ster, was unprecedented. A though Abu Hassan was privately mentioned
as a possible candidate, few took it seriously.

Even the nost inforned observers considered the possibility too renpte
given the conplexity of procedures Umo and the Barisan Nasional have to
go through to effect such a change.

Before he can be sworn in as Menteri Besar, Abu Hassan has to win a by-
el ection. He has already resigned as Mnister of Donestic Trade and
Consuner Affairs and Menber of Parlianment for Kual a Sel angor.

Anwar, in making the announcenent on behal f of Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who is on an official visit to three African
countries, said Abu Hassan woul d contest in the Pernatang State seat. The
i ncunbent BN State Assenbl yman, Dat uk Jamal uddi n Adnan, will contest in
Abu Hassan's former parlianentary seat.

The Abu Hassan factor also did not attract too nuch attenti on because
the Umo | eadership had in the past scoffed at such a conplicated
successi on nmethod, opting instead to concentrate on State Assenbl ynen, in
particul ar those hol ding portfolios in the Executive Council

But the inpossible had happened, proving yet again Dr Mahathir's
wi |l lingness to be unorthodox.

This has | ed a senior nenber of the Umo suprene council to see the
sel ection as a strong signal that Dr Mahathir is less than i npressed with
State-level |eaders, especially after openly declaring that he wants the
new Menteri Besar to be sonmeone honest and cl ean

The Prime Mnister's choice of a Cabinet Mnister to fill the post could
have been influenced by the circunstances surroundi ng the resignation of
Tan Sri Muhanmad Muhammad Tai b, and the conplications arising fromthe
often touchy rel ati onshi p bet ween Muhamrad and the Sultan of Sel angor.
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