06/ 03/ 1997
Unvei ling of MAS 1st B777-200

Hardev Kaur in Seattle

SEATTLE, Wed: Malaysia Airlines' first 777-200 unveil ed yesterday "sets
new standards for interiors and the industry with its many uni que features
and | ow density as well as sets a new benchmark for inflight services".

The long range aircraft with a price tag of RML30 million is the first
of its type with a business centre fully equipped with state-of-the-art
equi prrent designed to give the busy executive "an office in the sky".

Tan Sri Tajudin Ram i, Malaysia Airlines chairman, said the airline
wor ked toget her with the manufacturer, Boeing, to provide the state-of-
the-art interiors which are nore pleasant and confortable. The ideas for
the facilities neverthel ess "are ours" and not that of Boeing.

M crosoft hel ped to equip the business centre with notebook conputers,
printers and other essentials for the executive while British Tel econs and
Mat sushita supplied various hardware for the aircraft.

Tajudin said the "state-of-the-art facilities" in the newaircraft are
also in keeping with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s push
for the Multi medi a Super Corridor (MSC) and el ectroni c comuni cati ons.

The facilities will be further inproved and nore added as the airline
takes delivery of other 777s. Wth the sixth 777 in 1998, for exanpl e,
passengers in the first and business class will enjoy inflight
entertai nment on a wi der touch screen. For a start, with the first 777,
every seat is equipped with its own individual TV screen.

Eventual Iy busi nessnen will be able to send their e-mail fromsone
42,000 ft upin the air to anywhere in the world.

Mal aysia Airlines is the first South-East Asian operator to receive the
| ong-range 777-200 | GW (I ncreased Gross Wight) variant. It also offers
passengers facilities to call anywhere in the world or other passengers in
the aircraft.

Powered by a Rolls Royce Trent 800 engine, the aircraft has a seating
capacity of 278. The aircraft type can take up to 328 passangers in three
cl asses, thus making for one of the | owest densities in the industry and
i ncreasi ng custoner confort.

During the unveiling of the aircraft, in about 3 degrees celcius, at the
Everett Pl ant tonight, Boeing vice-president for International Sales, M
Seddi k Bel yamani disclosed that Malaysia Airlines is the | argest operator
of Boeing aircraft outside the US.

The manufacturer and the national carrier have had 30 years of
"partnership". Belyamani said this is in keeping with the thene of the
unveiling - "A partnership for the Future".

Boei ng, which is working on other variants of the 777 set for entry into
servi ce beyond the year 2000, hopes to continue this partnership into the
future.

In fact, the two parties signed a Menorandum of Under st andi ng ( MoU)
which will see the two parties working closer together for the |aunch of
the new 777 variant and Malaysia Airlines will be the | aunch custoner for
the 777-200X.

Taj udi n signed on behal f of the national carrier while Bel yamani signed
for the aircraft manufacturer.

Tajudin said the new aircraft - the 777-200X - will fulfill the
carrier's plans for |longer range routes. The range of the 777-2000X is
about 8,500 nautical mles which will enable the aircraft to fly to Los
Angeles with a full pay | oad from Kual a Lunpur.



He said the airlines route structure is changi ng and the new vari ant
will fulfill the national carrier's plans into the early part of the 21st
century. Boeing requires its launch customer to buy a mni num of six
aircraft " but nmore i s always good", the Boeing executive said.

Bel yamani di scl osed that the aircraft manufacturer is also in
di scussions with Malaysia Airlines for the manufacture of some parts for
use in Boeing aircraft.

Tajudin said the airline, which has decided to concentrate on neeting
its custonmers expectations and the manufacture of parts, is "not part of
our agenda" neverthless added that "we will act as a catal yst and get
ot her parties" for the manufacture of the parts.

Wth an aircraft manufacturing industry beginning to see light in
Mal aysia, the MoU nmay provide the additional inpetus. Tajudin said there
will be spillover benefits to be derived by Malaysia Airlines fromthis
vent ure.

The Boeing teamwhich is already in Kuala Lunpur is exploring various
possibilities and seeki ng out possible partners. Belyamani said it is too
early to nane the partners but hastened to add that "we are sure we will"
find them

The parts to be manufactured in Malaysia will be for use by all Boeing
aircraft around the world. This is another vote of confidence for
Mal aysi an capabilities.
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