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Uphol di ng a 40-year old | egacy of service

reports on "My Wakil Rakyat and I" by A Kathirasen

MENTI ON of Kepala Batas invariably brings to mind its nost fanobus son,
Dat uk Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi . The Foreign Mnister is into his fifth term
as the MP for Kepala Batas and his popularity is still as strong, if not
greater.

To many people, the nuch respected Abdul | ah Badawi is synonynous with
Kepal a Batas and the Mnister hinself is extrenely fond of the place,
taking great care to ensure that whatever happens in his constituency
benefits his constituents first.

The workaholic is also very popular with a |arge segnent of the
Mal aysi an popul ation. This was made cl ear when after the COctober 1996 Umo
el ection, there was much cheer when he was declared a winner in the race
for vice-president.

The history of Kepal a Batas over the past 40 years is intertwined with
the history of the fam |y of Abdull ah Badawi . Abdul | ah Badaw 's
gr andf at her Dat uk Abdul | ah Fahm was a respected U anak in the area and a
State nufti.

He was very particul ar about religious education and did nuch to ensure
the Malays in the area had sone know edge of Islam He even established
t he Sekol ah Agama Daeraatul Marifil Watani ah which today is a secondary
religi ous school.

Hi s son Datuk Ahnmad Badawi was steeped in religion and nationalistic
fervour. He was a founder nenber of Ummo and served as deputy nationa
Umo Youth | eader for 18 years.

Today, several roads and institutions in Kepala Batas are nanmed after
menbers of this illustrious famly. Anbng themare: Jal an Dat uk Abdul | ah
Fahm , Jal an Datuk Ahmad Badawi, Sekol ah Menengah Dat uk Ahnmad Badaw ,
Taman Dat uk Abdul | ah Fahm and Sekol ah Menengah Abdul Kadir (an uncle of
Abdul | ah Badawi ) .

Abdul | ah Badawi studied in the religious school established by his
grandf at her, Sekol ah Kebangsaan Pernmatang Bertam and t he Bukit Mertaj am
H gh School before graduating with an Honours degree in Islamc Studies
fromuUniversiti Malaya in 1964.

He joined the civil service and during the May 13 riots, was appointed
princi pal secretary to the National Operations Council convened by Prine
M ni ster Tun Abdul Razak to restore normalcy to the nation.

When t he NOC was di ssol ved, he becane the director of youth in the
M nistry of Youth and Sports. In 1978, he quit as deputy secretary-genera
of the Mnistry of Youth and Sports to contest the Kepal a Bat as
parlianmentary seat.

The Gabungan Pel aj ar Mel ayu Semananj ung president from 1962 to 1964 and
student activist was appointed Parlianmentary Secretary to the Federa
Territory Mnistry in 1978. I n 1980 he becane Deputy Mnister in the same
Mnistry.

I n August 1981, he was elevated to the post of Mnister wthout
portfolioin the Prime Mnister's Departnment. Four years | ater he becane
Education Mnister and in md-1986 he was noved to the Defence Mnistry.

Fromthe mddle of 1987 to March 15, 1991, he was out of the Cabi net
followi ng sone internal Umo politics and his alleged invol venent with
Team B | ed by Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah who t ook on Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad for the party presidency.

He has been Foreign Mnister since 1991 and his term has seen Ml aysi a



gai ning greater respect and recognition in the international arena
al though he attributes this to the dynam c | eadership of Dr Mahathir

Abdul | ah Badawi does not have a service centre. He says all the
Assenbl ynmen and the Umo, MCA and M C machi nery in Kepala Batas work in
uni son to tackle the problens of the people and therefore he has seen no
need for a centre of his own.

"I am happy with the Assenbl ymen who are working very hard. The | eaders
of Umo branches and the BN conponent parties here are al so hardworki ng
and very co-operative. So are the governnent servants here."

However, he tries to be in his constituency as often as his official
duties permt.

Bel i eving strongly in education, Abdullah Badawi has asked for nore
schools to be built in his constituency. There are now seven secondary
school s here.

"During ny time, there was no secondary school in Kepala Batas. | had to
travel 20kmto Bukit Mertajamon a rickety bus with wooden seats to study
at the BMH gh. It took about an hour to reach school.

"I did not want that for my constituents and I am happy that there are
now many secondary schools of quality here. | amal so happy to see nany
peopl e becom ng better educated."

Dat uk Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi ( BN- Umo)
P41 - Kepal a Bat as
Age: 57
Married to Dati n Endon Datuk Mahnpod Anbak; two chil dren
Fifth-term MP Foreign M nister
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