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SERDANG, Thurs. - Universiti Pertanian Mal aysi a has been renaned
Universiti Putra Malaysia fromtoday to reflect the change in the enphasis
fromagriculture to science programmes.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad who nmade t he announcenent
during a one-day visit to UPM said the new nanme was appropriate since the
uni versity's academ c progranmes were no | onger confined to agriculture.

Putra also reflected the increasing abilities of Ml aysian youths, he
sai d when addressing sone 3,000 staff and UPM students who had packed the
uni versity's Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah culture and arts centre.

Dr Mahathir's announcenent was net with strong approval fromthe crowd
who gave hi ma standi ng ovati on whil e UPMvice-chancel | or Professor Datuk
Syed Jal al udi n Syed Sal i m shook hands with him

UPM was formed in 1971 by nerging Col |l ege of Agriculture Malaya in
Serdang with the Faculty of Agriculture, University Ml aya.

It now has 10 faculties offering 24 degree progranmes, nine di pl oma
programres and seven graduate studi es programmes at Masters and doctora
| evel s and a student popul ati on of 14, 000.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnment had pi cked the nanme because UPM was
situated near Putrajaya, the new adm nistrative capital within the
Mul ti medi a Super Corri dor

He also said it was in honour of Malaysia's first Prime M nister Tuanku
Abdul Rahman Putra.

"W hope the change in name will serve to notivate the students to study
hard to serve the aspirations of our race and nation

"It is alright to seek wealth but we all have a responsbility to make
Mal aysia a country which is respected by others.™

Dr Mahat hir had a busy schedul e during the one-day visit, He was given a
briefing by Syed Jal al udin and wi tnessed the signing of a menorandum of
under st andi ng bet ween UPM and TR G oup of Conpanies to set up the
Mal aysi an G aduat e School of Managenent.

He then addressed the students and | aunched UPM On-Li ne and UPM Net .
After lunch, Dr Mahathir |aunched the UPM MIDC Technol ogy | ncubati on
Centre One where he spent al nbst three hours visiting information
t echnol ogy-rel at ed conpani es.

Lastly, he launched Tinme Tel ekomis RM30 million Earth Station which
serves UPM MIDC t el ecomuni cati on needs and Ti ne's custoners nati onw de

Dr Mahathir said UPMwas playing a vital role in scientific and
t echnol ogi cal research and devel opnent such especially in information
t echnol ogy.

"Today we see trenendous progress being made and t he know edge gai ned
has contributed to the creation of several products and uni que production
met hods not devel oped by other parties,"” he said.

He sai d al though UPM was pl aci ng greater enphasis on science subjects it
woul d not negl ect agricultural progranmes as the devel opnent of that
sector was still inmportant to the Government.

Resear ch and devel opnent in agriculture would continue as the country
needs to boost productivity in that sector.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysians had the ability to acquire know edge in al
fields including science which was essential for the nation to progress
and becone a devel oped nation.

"W need to have concentration to acquire the knowl edge ... and we



shoul d not do this just out of self-interest.

"We have a reponsibility to contribute toward maki ng Mal aysia a great
nation," he said.

During the dial ogue, with the students, Dr Mahathir assured themthat
the Governnment woul d provide financial assistance to poor students once
uni versities were corporatised.

The nmove woul d all ow the universities to source additional financial
assi stance and woul d hel p check the brain drain

Dr Mahathir said the Government could not raise the wages of academ c
staff substantially to check the brain drain w thout doing the same for
other civil servants.

"Wth corporatisation, academics will get higher wages. W are thankful
to themfor remaining with the universities even though they can earn
hi gher wages in the private sector."

On social ills, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent was conducting a study
to ensure neasures taken to check themwere effective.
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