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Naj i b-Mul ti medi a
UPM MIDC TECHNOLOGY | NCUBATI ON CENTRE FOR MSC

SERDANG, March 15 (Bernama) -- Universiti Pertanian Ml aysia (UPM has
reserved part of its canmpus to serve as a centre for multinedia activities,
giving a boost to the inplenentation of the Miltinedi a Super Corridor

(MsO) .
The joint effort with the Ml aysian Technol ogy Devel opnent Cor poration
(MIDC) -- itself a joint venture between the public and private sectors --

to set up a UPM MIDC Technol ogy I ncubation Centre 1 will pronote nultinedia
activities, especially those involving |local conpanies and the MSC.

Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak |auded the university's
pi oneering nove and said this would establish it as the premer |ocal
institution of higher learning, forenost in the field of nultinmedia and the
MSC.

"I give ny fullest support to UPMs efforts towards becom ng one of the
main centres for ensuring the success of the nultinedia concept. After all,
it is located within the MSC," he told reporters after inspecting the
technol ogy incubation centre and operation site of Tinme Tel econmunications
Sdn Bhd, here, today.

The centre -- to be opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad on April 3 -- covers a 0.48ha area, and will initially have 13
I ocal nultinmedia conpanies.

The 13 firms are Mal aysia Agri Hi-Tech Sdn Bhd, MIDC Technol ogy Media
Sdn Bhd, FJ Technol ogi es Sdn Bhd, Al am Teknokrat Sdn Bhd, Utusan PNVB
On-Li ne Sdn Bhd, Tel ekom Mal aysia Bhd (R&D Unit), UPM MIDC Ml timedi a
Acadeny Sdn Bhd, HTlI Systens Sdn Bhd, Wirld View Sdn Bhd, A mguest (M Corp
Sdn Bhd, Internetwork M cro-Solution Sdn Bhd, Ml aysian Optonic Systens Sdn
Bhd dan Massnedia Interactive Sdn Bhd.

Najib said the nultinmedia firnms, which will engage in various
application, service, research and devel opment activities, will be given
i ncentives such as financial facilities, tax exenption and "Bill of
Quarantess" |ike what foreign firms in the MSC are given.

"I amsure this is only the beginning. The interest shown by | ocal
mul timedia firms has been astounding,” he said, adding that the firns would
get to use UPM s human resources and acadenic facilites while UPM woul d
benefit from the technology transfer and other academ c advancenents.

Asked about the capacity of the centre as a hub for the MSC s
operations, Najib noted that basic facilites such as offices,
t el ecommuni cations infrastructure and networking with the MSC were already
in place.

"I'n fact, UPM has been supplied with 2.5 gigabits of fibre optics by
Tine Telecom to facilitate tel ecomunications here," he added.

Najib said the governnment planned to expand UPMs role in multinmedia
activities in view of the greater particiaption from nore |ocal conpanies.

"W are expecting many nore firms to use the facilities at UPM This is
good as the governnent does not want foreign conpanies to dom nate the
field," he said. -- BERNAMVA
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