27 JUL 1997

US AGAI N DEFENDS SOROS OVER CURRENCY CRI SIS

KUALA LUMPUR, July 27 (Bernama) -- The United States again defended
American financier George Soros, saying that currency fluctuations are nore
due to econonic forces than one individual.

Yest erday, Malaysian Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
identified the 67-year-old Soros as the rouge specul ator who was behind the
depreciating value of several currencies in the region since early this
nont h.

"Usual |y currency problens are caused by economc forces and not the
action of one individual," US State Departnent spokesman Nichol as Burns
told reporters after the neeting of the Asean Regi onal Forum here.

"I think it is inportant to note that in npst parts of the world,
currency fluctuations occur and they occur for econom c reasons because of
governnment policies," he said. -- BERNAMVA
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