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US congressi onal nove i nappropriate, says Ml ott

Kamar ul Yunus

US AMBASSADOR to Mal aysia John Malott admts that the proposed US
congressional resolution asking Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad to resign is "inappropriate” but wants Ml aysians to stop the US-
bashi ng.

"I agree that it is inappropriate to call upon the | eader of a foreign
country to resign. There - | said it, and | probably have just gotten 34
menbers of the Congress mad at ne - people who have sone influence over ne
and ny future.

"But | amwilling to display this political courage in talking about the
resol uti on because | believe it is the right thing to do and because
believe so strongly in the inportance of our relationship.

"I hope that in the days and weeks ahead, | can count on Mal aysi an
Gover nnent | eaders, businessnmen and the press to show a sinilar
determ nation," he told a press conference in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Mal ott al so rem nded the press not to make his comrents about the
congressional resolution as their headlines today and nmiss the far
i mportant part of his nessage, that "enough is enough".

"My nessage today (yesterday) is about the inportance of our
relati onship and the growi ng partnership that we have been buil di ng.

" everyone, on both sides of the ocean, needs to treat our inportant
relationship with all the care and respect it deserves," he added.

Pre-empting the journalists first question would be on the congressiona
resolution, Malott said firstly, he noted that the resolution al so
stresses the inportance that the US Congress attaches to the US-Ml aysi a
rel ations.

"Secondly, nenbers of the Congress have a right to express their concern
about the alleged remarks of the Prime Mnister, as reported by the
Mal aysi an press, just as Mal aysi an | eaders have a right to coment on our
statenments or policies.

"But | agree that it is inappropriate to call upon the | eader of a
foreign country to resign,"” he added

The congressional resolution, introduced by M Robert Wexl er (Denocrat-
Florida), calls on the Prime Mnister to apol ogise or resign for his
all eged "inflammatory” anti-American and anti-Jew sh renmarks.

However, the draft resolution has not yet been introduced nor discussed
in the US House of Representatives, but nerely circulated to nenbers as
t he Congress goes on recess for 11 weeks from Novenber 13.

Acknow edgi ng that the past four nonths have been a difficult tinme for
Mal aysi a, Malott, who has been the US Anbassador to Mal aysia for two
years, said to a |l esser extent, it has also affected the US-Ml aysi a
rel ations.

"This is because of the financial crisis that has been gripping the
region as well as the haze and the econom c | osses that the haze had
caused. But, it is also because the rhetoric surrounding the relationship
has worsened, and public opinion has been affected,"” he added.

In view of this, Malott urged both Ml aysi ans and the Anericans to put
an end to enotionalismand be nore responsible in what they say or wite.
"Let us try to control this ugly atnosphere rather than contribute to

it. Qur relationship is too inportant not to do so," he said.

He al so echoed his concern about the grow ng apparent belief anbng sone
peopl e that there is sone benefit to be derived fromengaging in US



bashi ng and "thrashing” the ties between the US and Ml aysi a.

"I am concerned about the growi ng tendency to blane everything that is
happeni ng on foreigners, usually Anericans, or on the foreign press,
usual Iy Ameri can- owned

"I am shocked to read editorial opinions that the sale of foreign
publications shoul d be banned in Mal aysia, or that the Central
Intelligence Agencies is conspiring with the foreign press to manipul ate
t he stock market.

"This is nonsense, as everyone knows, but why is it being said? | am
surprised when an Anmerican tel evision network is blanmed for the decline in
foreign tourists in Malaysia, when we all know that it is the haze from
the forest fires in Indonesia that was responsi bl e.

"And when ny enbassy receives phone calls threatening to kill nme and
ot her Anericans in Malaysia, we carry out our |egal and noral
responsibility to informthe American conmunity, and then | read a charge
in the newspapers that ny enbassy is not doing its job to inprove ties
bet ween our two countri es.

"That is like blaming the victimfor the crinme. Wy not condemn the
peopl e who t hreatened our lives instead?" he asked.

However, he is happy and pleased to note the quick response and
cooperation fromthe Mal aysian police in investigating into the threat
calls.

On whether he was infornmed of the clarification by Dr Mahathir reported
the next day after he was alleged to have nmade an anti-Jew sh renarKks,

Mal ott acknowl edged that he was infornmed and so was the US Governnent.

He said the menbers of Congress were also aware of the clarification but

sone of themwere not satisfied with it.
( END)
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