20/ 11/ 1997
US nust not neddl e in Ml aysian politics

A. Ragunat han

ITis time the United States was told very firmy, clearly and | oudly not
to meddl e in Mal aysian policies and decisions and to mnd its own

busi ness.

No Government and its people will tolerate any interference in their
domestic affairs by any foreign country.

The United States has the habit of dwelling on other countries' rights
and inposing its standards and val ues when its own standards and policies
are questionable. There is nuch to be desired in America's approach to
sone of the world's problens.

The US Governnent has no right to inpose its | aws on Mal aysi a because of
Petronas' gas deal in Iran

It is the inalienable right of Petronas, or for that matter any conpany
in Malaysia, to invest or do business with any friendly country w thout
coerci on.

Sonme US Congressnen, |ed by Robert Wexler, are tabling a censure notion
against our Prine Mnister for alleged anti-Jewi sh and anti-Semtic
remar ks, despite Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad's clarification that he is
not agai nst the Jews or Senites.

He has, however, bl anmed George Soros for the currency problemand the
current econom ¢ situation caused by speculative attacks on the ringgit.

The 34 Congressnen are displaying bigotry, arrogance and bl at ant
di sregard for Mal aysia's sovereignty.

They are in no way helping to create a conduci ve at nosphere to pronote
friendshi p and conduct heal t hy busi ness.

No foreign country or nmedia can dictate policies nor tell our leaders to

quit.

We have freed ourselves fromthe clutches of colonialismand shall not
succunmb to neo-colonialism W will live with dignity and defend our
honour .

Let us not only rem nd ourselves but also others that at the 1995
general election the people have given Dr Mahathir an overwhel m ng vote of
confidence for his innovative, dynam c, skilful and effective | eadership
in guiding the nation through an era marked by great social, econom c and
political devel opnents. The country has forged ahead in many fields.

We, Mal aysians, are fully aware that Dr Mahathir's firmcommtnment to
defend the poor and weak countries through his courageous, frank,
out spoken and firmstatenents has nade Mal aysia an influential and major
pl ayer in the international arena.

W hunbly wal k tall among the community of nations. Dr Mahathir is a
renowned | eader. It is not surprising that not only the US but al so other
countries are very unconfortable with Dr Mahathir's stand on certain
i ssues.

It nmust be pointed out that there has never been any "no confidence"
notion agai nst Dr Mahathir in Parliament.

Therefore, to nove a notion of confidence on Dr Mahat hir by Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimin Parlianment nay appear to sone as
super f | uous.

However, under the prevailing circunstances, the notionis tinmely to
send a clear signal not only to the Americans but also to the
i ndustrialised countries and the foreign nmedia, that Dr Mahathir has the
unani nous support of the people and he is in command.



Mal aysi ans want Dr Mahathir. W need his continued | eadership to steer
us not only through the currency problembut al so towards achieving Vision
2020 whi ch he expounded.

The Ml aysi ans' nessage is crystal clear. Don't nmeddl e in Ml aysi an
politics.
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