29/ 09/ 1997
US physics grad awarded schol arshi p by Mal aysi an conpani es

K. P. Varan i n New York

TWO Mal aysi an conpanies, in their bid to acquire sophisticated technol ogy
in the mcro-chip manufacturing process, awarded on Saturday a schol arship
to a State University of New York physics graduate who hel ped di scover how
to make a flexible sem conduct or

The di scovery of flexible sem conductors could revol utionise the
manuf act ure and applications of products, including expediting the
transition fromel ectronic conputers to optical conputers, by allow ng
users to exploit optics in senm conductors nuch nore efficiently.

Iris Technol ogi es and TL Technol ogy Research, which have established
their plants at the Technol ogy Park near Sepang, presented the schol arship
to Na Myung Hee, who is of South Korean descent, to continue her research
at the university on techni ques to nmass produce the chip.

The chi ef executive officer of both the conpanies, Chas Yap, who
presented the schol arship said his firnms were al so negotiating with the
university and the students involved in inventing the chip for the right
to manufacture it.

"The Mal aysi an Governnent is proud to be able to support the ground-
breaki ng work of these students.

"This is an extrenely inportant invention that will greatly benefit al
t hose invol ved i n manufacturing high-tech products for the 21st century.

"Furt hernore, the co-operation between Malaysia and the US will be a
great boost for our growing 'Silicon Valley' corridor outside of Kuala
Lunpur," he said during the schol arship presentation cerenony at the
Mal aysi an mission to the United Nations.

Na said her work to produce the new chip had taken two years and the
schol arshi p woul d hel p her reduce her teaching assignnents and concentrate
on carrying on with her research

"It was a joint effort with other students and we are proud of the
recognition for our discovery as well as the upconi ng manufacture of
fl exi bl e sem conduct ors.

"This will lead to advances in optical conputing where information is
carried by light rather than el ectronics,"” she said.

Stephen N. Weiss, with the law firm G aham and Janes, said during the
cerenmony that his conpany played a key role in bringing the parties
t oget her.

He said during the visit of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to Boston recently, Dr Mahathir had met with key Silicon Valley
| eaders to discuss closer co-operation between the US and Mal aysia in
devel opi ng a new hi gh-tech manufacturing sector.

He said the project was a culmnation of a 10-nonth | ong process of
searching for the right invention and negotiating to be involved in the
proj ect.

Saw Chi ng Hong, the Consul -General at the Ml aysian consulate in New
York, described the event as a major step in US- Ml aysia technical co-
operation especially since it was spearheaded by the private sector.

He said nore such co-operation would hel p Mal aysi a achi eve t he devel oped
nation status envisioned by the Governnent by the year 2020.
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