23 APR 1997
Mahat hi r - Myanmar
US SANCTI ON W LL NOT AFFECT MYANMAR JO NI NG ASEAN

KUALA LUMPUR, April 23 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad said today the United States' decision to inmpose economc
sanctions against Myanmar will not affect Yangon's entry into Asean.

"We are going to work very hard to get Myanmar into Asean,” he told
reporters when asked to comment on the decision by the Cinton
Administration to bar new US investnents in Myanmar.

Asked if Malaysia, as current chairman of Asean, wll protest against
the US decision, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia would discuss the matter with
ot her Asean countries.

On whet her the nove woul d affect Asean-US relations, he said: "No, |

don't know. | can't predict what Asean is going to say. W wll talk to
Asean countries."
Asean groups Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore,

Thai l and and Vi et nam

Dr Mahathir was speaking after |aunching the honepage and the
menbership directory of the Ml aysian |Industry-CGovernnment G oup for High
Technol ogy (M CGHT).

Asean foreign ministers are scheduled to nmeet here on May 31 to discuss
when to admit Myanmar, Canbodia and Laos into the regional grouping.

At their informal sunmit in Jakarta |ast year, Asean |eaders decided on
si mul taneous admi ssion of all the three countries into Asean.

Mal aysia is hosting the Asean ministerial nmeeting in July and the
i nformal Asean summit in Decenber.

US Secretary of State Madel eine Al bright, in announcing the ban on new
US investnment in Myanmar on Tuesday, said it would "deal a further blow to
i nvestor confidence" because of "severe repression” in the country.

Al bright said Myanmar's | eaders have refused to heed repeated Anerican
appeals to open a political dialogue with Myannmar's denocrats, including
Nobel Peace Prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi. -- BERNAMA

ES RN



	US SANCTION WILL NOT AFFECT MYANMAR JOINING ASEAN (Bernama 23/04/1997)

