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US SEEKI NG WORLD FEEDBACK ON ELECTRONI C COMVERCE

KUALA LUMPUR, June 25 (Bernamm) -- The United States is seeking input
from Mal aysia and Singapore as part of international feedback on the
Amer i can- proposed strategy on the inplenmentati on of electronic conmerce
(E-conmerce) via the Internet.

Visiting senior US presidential adviser on public policy Ira Magazi ner
said today he had discussed the matter with the Ml aysi an governnent and
presented the E-Commerce draft policy for review

He said US president Bill dinton is scheduled to announce the new
strategy for E-Commerce at the Wiite House on Tuesday.

The draft policy report has been circulated in the Internet since
Decenber |l ast year to invite public conments.

"W will engage in discussion with other governnents and private
sectors throughout the world to try to devel op comon franmeworks over the
next couple of years that will allow electronic commerce to flourish,” he
sai d.

Magazi ner, who headed the US Inter-Agency Task Force on E-Conmerce, was
addressing the Inet'97 plenary session on "The Future of dobal Electronic
Conmerce" at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here.

"W think we can |earn sonething from countries |ike Ml aysia and
Si ngapore who understand the potential of the Internet and support
el ectronic conmerce,"” he told reporters after the speech.

E-commerce was one of the seven flagship applications of Malaysia's
Mul tinedia Super Corridor (MSC) project nooted by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad.

The MSC is a 750 sq km area designated for devel opment into a
nmul tinedia and information technol ogy hub |l ocated south of here

"W are admirers of what Malaysia is acconplishing with the MSC taking
a forward |l ook to the future," he said.

Magazi ner said a uniform comercial code was necessary since comnpanies
want to make sure that there was a predictable environment in inplenmenting
gl obal E-conmerce

"We should try to seek gl obal agreement from the begi nning (of
E- Cormerce) because certain traditional regulations could be irrelevant to
current technol ogies," he said.

He said the strategy was devel oped on the prem se that expansion of
gl obal E-commerce could only be possible with | ess governnment intervention

"CGovernnent intervention, if necessary, should be mininmal and
transparent such as providing a predictable |egal environment and uniform

rules on which to conduct their activities," he said.

Among others, the E-commerce strategy will look into the privacy and
protection of children as consuners.

It will also seek for uniformity in current taxation of goods and

services traded through the Internet and pronbte no new taxation for
el ectroni c conmerce
- - BERNAMA

HI N rn



	US SEEKING WORLD FEEDBACK ON ELECTRONIC COMMERCE (Bernama 25/06/1997)

