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Anal yst: Good for Malaysia to acquire stake in NV Fokker

Kamar ul Yunus

SEVERAL anal ysts regard Malaysia's plan to participate in the rescue of
bankrupt Dutch aircraft maker, NV Fokker, as an investnment with potentia
but cautioned that a substantial anobunt woul d be needed to manage such an
est abl i shed conpany.

One industry analyst said it will be good for Malaysia to acquire a
stake in such a renowned aircraft manufacturer, especially when the
country is trying to develop its own aerospace i ndustry.

"This will boost Ml aysia's plan to develop its aircraft manufacturing
activity as the proposed acquisition will bring in technology transfer and
skilled resources.

"However, Malaysia will need a | ot of investnent. Any Asian country
naturally needs a substantial anount of investment for such a plan," the
anal yst told Business Tines.

He was asked to comment on a news report yesterday that Khazanah
Hol dings Bhd is looking into the possibility of participating in the
rescue of NV Fokker.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad and his deputy, Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim confirned Malaysia is studying the offer by the Dutch
aircraft manufacturer but said the Governnent has yet to deci de whet her
the plan is feasible.

Meanwhi | e, anot her anal yst said Mal aysia nay have the edge if it intends
to acquire NV Fokker in view of the projected growh of airline markets in
t he region.

"Aircraft manufacturers have predicted that the Asian region will be the
maj or market for airline industries by the turn of the 21st century."

The anal yst al so said that Ml aysi ans shoul d not be pessinistic about
the nove

Citing the success of Proton, the anal yst said nobody predicted that the
national car manufacturer would achieve its current |evel of success and
produce nore than one million cars when the i dea was nooted nore than 10
years ago
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