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JOHOR BARU: Mentri
Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani
Othman has refuted dle-
gations that Johor is upset
that the state was by-
passed in discussions be-
tween Malaysia and Sin-
gapore on the issue of wa- ,
ter supply.

He said there was no
reason whv Johor should
be upset as it was confi- .
dent Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad and the
Federal government
would protect its inter-
ests when making deds
with Singapore.

“Furthermore, we have
our representatives to sit
in during discussions in-
voling_ senior  officias
from hoth countries on
the issue. We are not be-
ing bypassed and we are
not upset.

“For the record, Johor
is happy with the negotia
tion process and the end
result will definitely ben- .
efit us” he said.

Ghani, who earlier
launched’ the State-level
Home Ownershin Cam-
paign, was commenting
on reports that he was al-
legedly unh that Jo-
h%gr Wz)a/s notagsrl)():ad to sitin
during discussions be-
tween Dr Mahathir and
his Singapore counterpart
Goh Chok Tong.

The S ggapore New Pa-
per quoted an article in
the PAS-owned Harakah,
which reoorted Johor was
upset over the matter.

Dr Mahathir and Goh
met twice over the past
two months to discuss bi-
lateral matters, including
the water issue, the latest
being a bilatera meeting |
after the Asean summit in
Hanoi last week.

Johor signed the agree-
ments in 1961 and 1962
with Singapore to supply
water to the republic until
the year 2011 and 2061 re-
spectively. ,

Under the agreements,
Johor will supply about
1.136 hillion litres of un-
treated water daily to the
republic at three sen per
4,500 litres and buy back
treated water from the
Public Utilities Board of
Sin a{)ore at 25 sen per
4 5A0litres.
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