AS6 to pay out 8% dividend, 2.5% | bonus,(

By HASNI MOHD NASIR & /I 1> [

PETALING JAYA: Amanah Saham Bumi-
putra (ASB) unit holders will receive 8%
dividend and 2.5% bonus this year, or a
total of 10.5% in returns which translate
into a total payout of RM2.7hil.

In a statement issued yesterday. Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr "Mahathir Moha-
mad said RM?2.3bil would come in the form
of dividends while the remaining
RM403mil was allocated for bonus pay-
ments

The dividend rate is 2.25% lower than
the 10.25¢; declared in 1997, but the over-

al returns are off-set by the hlgher quan-
turn of bonus declared, which is double
from the 1.25% last year.

Total payment of RM2.7bil is 15.36%
lower than last year's RM3.2bil.

“The calculation of bonus payment is
determined by the length of the invest-
ments and minimum monthly balance in
the nine-year period since 1990,” he said.

Permodalan Nasional Bhd chairman Tan
Si Ahmad Saji Abdul Hamid, who read
out the statement at a press conference,
said this method of bonus calculation was
used as an appreciation to loyal unit hold-
ers who have maintained ther invest-

ments in the scheme despite the economlc
situation.

This is the second time such ealeulation
was introduced  throughout the
ASB/Amanah Saham Nasionall (ASN)
scheme which started in 1981. The first
was in 1990 during the copvanssion from
the ASN units into ASB ynits.

By using the time- peg%ed bonus calcula-
tion, onlv those urit holdars who have a
consistent mom..hly, balance for the 108

months (nlne years) would qualify for the
full 2.5% bonus payment.

® TURN TO PAGE SIX

ASB AMNNUAL DIVIDEND AND BONU _
TOTAL
YEAR | Dividenc ] Bonus | ‘AM million
1992 7.50% 5.00% . . 1,312.35
1993 9.00% 4.50% 1,130.41 565.22 1,685.63
1994 9.50% 4.59% 1,447.60 685.71 2,133.31
19% 10.00% =T 3.00% 1,904.97 §71.50 2,476.47
1996 10.25% 3.00% 235784 | 691.06 3,048.84
3997 10.25% 1.25% 2,940.0 360.00 -{::3,300.00
1998 8.00% 2.50% 2,300.0 2,703.00

10.25%  10.25%
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1994 - 1995

Ahmad Sarji: Payout fair
In view of economic Crisis

® FROM PAGE ONE

“PNB is of the opinion
that the dividend and bo-
nus of 10.5% is fair given
ASB’s long-term and low-
I’ISk investment nature.

“The 10.5% rate can be
considered attractive
compared with the re-
turns from other unit
trust schemes, and the
current economic condi-
tion,” he said.

This year, 60.48% of
ASB’s income came from
capital gains and 37.28%
from dividends, com-

Ahmad Saji sad ASB
currently has 4.9 million
investors, with total in-
vestments of RM25.6bil.
Last year, it had 4.7 mil-
lion investors with unit
holdings of RM29bil.

“The 3.39% increase in
the number of investorsis
an encouraging sign even
though the total invest-
ments had dropped by
13.3% due to the econom-
ic lowdown,” he said.

He said more than 90%
of ASB funds had been in-
vested in equities, adding
that PNB had been pur-

PNB chief executive of-
ficer Hamad Kama Piah
Che Othman said income
derived from PNB’s in-
vestments should be high-
er next year in view of the
better economic perfor-
mance expected.

“The stock market has
improved and we expect
the income to be higher,”
he said.

He added that ASB had

performed excegtlonally
WeII charting 12.75% re
turns between 1990 and
1998, compared with
fixed deposits which pro-

63.4% and chasing high-growth blue vided 7.43%. SE
pared with 0 g high-g 08‘?0 %ot :

31.8% respectively last
year.

chip stocks for its long-
term holdings.

returns of 6.9
tween 1981 and 1998.
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