- Tanzania Seeks
lips on

rivatisation

By LESLIE LAU

KUALA LUMPUR: Tan-
zania is keen to lean
from Maaysas privati-
sation programme and
wants Maaysan bus-
ness paticipation as it
embarks on its own mar-
ket reforms.

Briefing reporters on
Tanzanian President Ben-
jamin Mkapa's taks here
with Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad yes-
éerday, Foreign Ministré/

secrefary-gener

Ielgg%k Ghaz?d}/i gSheikb
Abdul  Khdid however
said Maaysia now had a
limited capacity for fur-
ther invesment under
the present economic
conditions. :

“While our cayecitv is
currently limited, the
opportunity for trade
needs to be explored,” he
told reporters after bilat-
ed taks between the
two leaders and a one-
and-ahdf hour mesting
between the Tanzenian
delegation and senior

Mdaydan  government
offidas.

Maaysia now has ap-
proximately US$180mil
(RM684mil) worth of
investment in Tanzania.
~ Among the notable pro-
jects ae a power plant
completed in September
and a cdlular teephone
network operated by
Cdcom.

“We will explore the
possihility of sourcing
maerids from Tanzania
and increesng our ex-

%orts like palm oil,”
hazzdi sad. .

Malaysia exports main-
ly palm oil and rubber to
Tanzaniaand imports cot-
ton, copper and tobacco.

Ghazzdi sad Tanzania
was now divesti its
public sector and ex-
pressed concerns  that
privatisation would re-
alt in the government
having little say in the
rowth and direction of
the  country.

“As Tanzania embarks
on its maket reforms,
they want to know how
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we have retained owner-
ship and direction of our
economy in a free market
sysem,” he sad.

The Tanzanian presi-
dent, who is on a three-
day vist to Mdaysia, is
accompanied by his wife
Anna and severd senior
officids.

He was accorded a cer-
emonid  welcome at
Parliament Square yes
terday where he was
gregted by Yang di-Per-
t uan Agong Tuanku
Ja'afar and 'Raja Per-
maisuri Agong Tuanku
Ngihah. Also  present
were Dr Mahathir and his
wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti
Hasmah Mohamed Alj,
and Cabinet members

President Mkapd s del-
egation indudes acting
Minister  of Foreign
Affars and International
Cooperation Zakia Meg-
hii. Minister of Local
Government Ali Haji Al,
Miniser of Energy and
Minerds Abddlah Kigo-
da and senior govern-
ment officias.
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