Cambodiafails -

10 g

S 15 Va. gp
By HARPAJAN SINGH

HANOI: Cambodia's

hopes of being made a

full member in Asean &
the dxth Asean summit
were dashed last night
when the grouping’s
leeders faled to agree
on the timingbgf Phnom
Penh's  membership.

The leaders met for
three hours over dinner
last night on the eve of
the summit and decided
that Cambodia would be
brought into the group-
ing “in the near future”

Singapore, Thailand
and the Philippines are
sad to have stayed root-
ed in ther decison that
Asean should not rush to
admit Cambodia al-
though the six other re-
maning countries were
in favour of Phnom
Penh's membership.

However, the leaders.
rcached a consensus
that Cambodia must he
admitted in the near fu-
ture to unite South-East
Asia under the Asean
banner in line with the
Asean forefathers  vi-
sion of an Asean-10.

Spcaking to reporters
after the dinner last
night, Datuk Secri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad
sad: “There is a consen-
sus. There arc sgme
variations. The Viet-
namexe Prime Miniger
will meke the announce-
ment.”

Philippine  President
Joseph Estrada told re-
porters that Cambodia
would be admitted & a
proper time “but not at
this current summit.”

Ilis foreign sccretary
Domingo Siazon ex-
plained that “Cambodia
won't be dtting as an
Ascan member tomor-
row.”

Asean foréign minis
ters forwarded the issue
for the leaders to decide
when they failed to
reach a consensus on
Friday whether to admit
Cambodia now or laer
next yedr.

Cambodia was sched-
uled to join the grQupinE
in July last year in' K
but its membership was

poned  indefinitely
due to fighting in Phnom
Penh.

Ealier on his arivd
hee. Dr Mahathir sad
Cambodia should be
meade an Asean member
now. o

Foreign Minister Da-
tuk Seri Abdullah Ah-
med Badawi told Malay-
dan iourndists dfter Dr
Mahathir’s bilateral

meeting with Cambodi-
an Prime Miniser Hun
Sen and Vietnamese
Premier Phan Van Kha
tha the three leaders
fdt Cambodia should be
admitted now.

However, he sad the
leaders noted there
were obstacles since
members ~ opposing
Cambodid's entry at the
ummit were dso firm
in tﬂeir Stséwmd'hoped o

“Hun that
the issue of Cambodias
senate which would be
set up soon would not be
usd as a reason to keep
Cambodia out of Asean.
He sought Dr Mahath-
ir's support.

“Dr Mahathir and
Phan were dso of the
view that Asean would

ain admission

gan from Cambodids
accesson which would
not be a threat or prob-
lemto Asean.”

Abdullah said Maday-
sa was of the view that
Asean could not be seen
to be seeking to deter-
mine what uld hap-
Den in Cambodids ad
minidrative affars as
what was important was
thet there was a govern-
ment in Cambodia
which hed been recog-
nised even by the Unit-
ed Nations.

“The warring factions
led by Hun Sen and na
tiond assembly spedker
Prince Norodom Ranar-
iddh are working to-
gether now and have
asked that Cambodia be
accepted into Asean.”




	Cambodia fails to gain admission (The Star 15/12/1998)

