
+ Soros wants 
PM out and i 
Anwar freed 

\t 
WASIIINGTON: Interna- 
tional financier George 
Sores has called for the 
ouster of Datuk Set-i Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad and 
the relcasc of Datuk Seri 
Anwar Ihrahim 

III remarkably blunt 
comments he said Malav- 
sians should turn again;1 
Dr Mahathn because his 
policies aimed to keep 
him in offme and benefit 
his nolitical allies. 

“ilc is actually doing 
the rieht thine for himsell 
because he is preserving 
himself in power, and he 
puts himself in a position 
where he can hail out his 
cronies who are in finan- 
cial difficulties, including 
his son and so on,” Sores 
said. 

“So I think what needs 
to happen is hc needs to 
bc removed from power,” 
Sores said at the Johns 
llopkins University here. 

sores, chairman of 
Sores l%nd Management 
and adviser to the @an- 
turn Fund, argued that the 
control mcasurcs would 
drcnen the countrv’s fi- 
nancial crisis. - 

Dr Mahathir has ac- 
cused Sores and othci 
speculators of attacking 
Malaysia’s currencv, 
causing the country’s 
worst economic slump in 
decades. 

“I hope that Anwar will 
be tither let out of jail or 
if he’s put in jail, ihe puh- 
lit opinion is going to turn 
against hlahathir,” Soros 
said, when asked by a re- 
porter who should replace 

Dr Mahathir. 
Sores was invited to 

speak about his new book, 
The Crisis of Global Capi- 
talism but was asked to 
comment on economic 
conditions around the 
world 

IIe also accused the In- 
ternational Monetary 
Fund of being part of the 
problem facing the world 
financial system. 

In Kuala Lumpur. 
Umno Youth called on 
Malaysians to be cautious 
of the intentions of Soros. 

Its assistant secretary 
Zulkifli Alwi said Malay- 
sians must “realise the 
machinations of greedy 
and inconsiderate cauital- 

- ists like Soros.” 
llc said they did not 

have any qualms about 
impoverishing millions, 
including those in pool 
countries, out of sheer 
greed to make billions of 
dollars for themselves. 

“Certainly. Soros. to- 
gethcr with other curren- 
cy speculators, is guilty 
of robbing us Malaysians 
of the prosperity that we 
have cnjoycd previously 
by attacking the ringgit 
and causing the current 
economic slump,” Zulkifli 
said in a statement yes- 
terday. 

Ile said the remarks 
had again portrayed 
Soros for what he was ~ 
an arrogant and inconsid- 
erate profiteer who took 
it upon himself to decide 
the destiny of Malaysians. 

Zulkilfi, who is also 
Rarisan Nasional Youth 

secretarv. said Soros’ call 
for Malaysians to turn 
against Dr Mahathir 
seemed to imply all 
means possible to achieve 
that goal. 

Umno Youth seriouslv 
doubted that Soros was in 
a position to comprehend 
the views of Malaysians, 
he said. 

“How can he possibly 
do this when he hardly 
comprehends the back- 
ground, history, culture, 
religion, ethnicity and so- 
cio-economic problems of 
Malaysians?” 

Zulkifli also said that 
the majority of Malay- 
sians were fed up of tire- 
some foreigners who still 
carry the baggage of his- 
tory and must preach and 
condescend. 

Gerakan Youth chief 
Datuk Chang Ko YOUn 
said Soros had a personal 
grudge against Dr Ma- 
hathir because the latter 
exposed his financial 
speculations and the im- 
mense datnage he did to 
the global economy. 

People’s Progressive 
Party president Datuk M. 
Kavveas also criticised 
So<os for his statement. 

“The PPP urges all Ma- 
laysians to analyse the in- 
volvement of foreigners 
like Al Gore and Sores. 

“These are not simple 
statements on democracy 
but clearly attempts to in- 
terfere in the domestic ai- 
fairs of Malaysia,” he 
said. 
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