
Pk Sabah polls crucial for BIY 
‘Barisan must win 
so development?/, 
continues in state’ 

By MUGUNTAN VANAR 
and RUBEN SARI0 
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ho I \ f<lNi\ll~Il,~~ The commg Sabah elections are 
;I‘UCGII t~c;~usc they will be the barometer for the 
f’uture of ‘4~: t$arlsan Nasional, Datuk Set-i Dr Ma- 

- t!:rl h/r Z!c)!l:r!??:!(! s::!d IIwtprdav, , .,.,.r. - , 
IIC said L‘\ eryone must make sure that Karisan 

~~~ccctxis In (he elections so that development in 
\~;~ln!~~~a anLi ‘iahah would continue. 

“:~~~ii i‘annol disappoint our nation. Our country is 
‘mu!’ responsibility. \Ve must win the elections,” the 
~Y!II~Y Xilnlsrcr told a large crowd at the Harlsan 
\.xlttl t-all!, In 1,ikas. 

In an hour-long speech seen by Sabah politicians 
;I\ scttlng the tone for state elections which must be 
called by Rlarch 18, Dr Mahathir said the Barisan 
:il;llition was entering an election without fighting 
‘jnc another. 

lie likcncd the situation in Sabah to that in the 
pL-nlnsula, where there were many component par- 
ries and some parties would not be fielding any 
candidates. 

111‘ Mahathir, who is the Barisan chairman, said 
cvcn if a party did not have a candidate it should 
support other component parties. 

“We must remetnber in politics individual inter- 
est is not important but the party is,” he said, adding 
that the Rarisan Nasional must form the govern- 
mcxnt and it would he pointless for an individual to 
wtri rf hlS party kJSt. 

1 Je said Barisan was the only coalition party in the 
world formed well before elections, unlike coali- 
tions elsewhere which were formed after elections’ 
as “marriages of cnnvenience.” 

Such co-operation after elections resulted in a 
government having to focus on politics to stay in 
power instead of concentrating on development, he 
added. 

on the failures of previous Sabah governments, 
I)r hlahathir said the state had changed many gov- 
ernments because those who entered politics did not 
understand why they were in politics. 

“They believed that the reward of entering pnli- 
tics and winning was the wealth of Sabah ivhich 
could go into their pockets. 

“I feel sad that when PBS (Parti Bersatu Sabah) 
ruled the state, all the state’s wealth was swal- 
lowed.” he said. 
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