Plot fo topple Dr M exposed
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Anwar wanted
to win next
Umno election’

By FARID JAMALUDIN
and ANTHONY TAN

JITRA Prime Minister
Datuk Ser: Dr Mahathir
Mohamad exposed a con-
spiracy masterminded by
Datuk Seri Anwar lbra-
him to topple him despite

them  being  “‘good
friends.”
e said Anwar., while

remaining close to him,
had plotted a move
d;,amst him to ensure vic-

wv in next year's party
'lcwom
(v Mahathir said An-

war had claimed that he
had kept certain items
abroad dctailing the
wrongdoings of other
leaders.

*1 am confident that
should he contest in the
election, he would make
use of such items for his
own gains,” he told a
press conference after a
meet-the-people gather-
ing here yesterday.

Answering a question
about claims that Anwar
paid at least 90 division
leaders to support him in
next year's contest, Dr
Mahathir said he had yet
to clarify the matter.

However, he said he
was now clear that Anwar
had plotted to topple him
although he did not know
this before.

“People told me about
this but I did not believe

them. Now am ciear
about this,” ne dded

He satd wowar aad
made preparafion. - us
viclory 9y atasny s
men or suppor-ess 1t

Umno divisinas

To a gquestion wnether
the plot began at rhe re-
cent Umno 3ssembly
when the issue of crony-
ism and nepofism was
raised, Dr Mahathir said
he did not pay much at-
tention to it.

“They accepted my
speech guite well and ac-
knowledged my explana-
tions,” he added.

He said when the dele-
gates accepted his
speech, it looked as if
their plan did not suc-
ceed.

Dr Mahathir said An-
war had also confessed
that he influenced former
Youth chief Datuk Ahmad
Zahid Hamidi to make the
speech.

“I think Zahid is aware
now that he had been used
by Anwar,” he added.

To a question on Zahid’s
resignation, Dr Mahathir
said Zahid had informed
him of his intention to re-
sign.

“He told me in a letter
that he would not involve
himself in any more ref-
ormation activities. How-
ever, he wants to remain
as a member and division
chief,” he added.
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