
Mahathir: Cpup’y still needs IS& 
laws used bv deve oued the power to bash ueoule. SIIAiI AJ,AM: Datuk Set-i 

Dr Mahathir Mohamad 
revealed that he wanted 
to abolish the ISA hut was 
told by the security 
forces that the country 
was not ready for it. 

nations to p&vent terror- 
ist attacks. 

youbash people. - - 
“The foreign press lies 

Dr Mahathir said the 
recent demonstrations 
and riots caused business- 
es to suffer losses. 

“This is why the .ISA 
must be maintained, to 
prevent people from cre- 
ating chaos in the country 
without seeking justice in 
the courts. 

like in the case-of Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton they 
show Clinton holding 
Monica LeGinsky a mil‘: 
lion times in a million 
places. 

their people so theyqll 
not bother and their state- 
ments will remain state- 
ments. 

“Just like in the case 
when I asked them to 
curb currency specula- 
tors, they did not bother. 
Now after being hit by the 
speculators they want to 
act,” he said. 

“1 thought Malaysia 
was peaceful and the peo- 
ple in this country were 
adults and matured 
enough not IO resort to vi- 
olence and demonstra- 
tion. 

“But it is now evident 
that there are quarters 
who want to create chaos. 

“Then again in Britain 
rccentiv. a susnected ter- 
rorist group w;\s detained 
without any trial,” hc told 
reporters after opening 
tlic national level Unitv 
I);ry ccic~hrnlions her& 
)rstrrday. 

IIc said the ISA was a 
prcvcntivc law similar to 

“To make matters 
worst the foreign media 
highlight the riots every 
day as though people 
were rioting ail the time,” 
he said. 

Askctl if Malaysia was 
being lenient with the for- 
eign media. Dr Mahathir 
said, they (the foreign 
media) were very powcr- 
illi. 

“it is a time when might 
is right, when you have 

On reports that the US 
ambassador to Ma!aysia 
John Maliot had met with 
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibra- 
him’s wife Datin Seri Dr 
Wan Azizah Wan Ismaii, 
Dr Mahathir said the en- 
vov was free to do so. 

“We have no restriction 
on the visit hut don’t tell 
lies ” he said. 

‘ii> a question whether 
Natn forces would attack 
Serbia over the Kosovo 
crisis, Dr Mahathir said 
he did not think Nato 
would launch an attack. 

“It does not involve 

Dr Mahathir, who is 
leaving for Japan on a 
five-day visit, said there 
was no-need for anyone to 
relieve him. 

“I will be only five to 
six hours away and if 
there are things to he 
done the two“Deputy 
Home Ministers are there 
and the second Finance 
Minister is around. 

“Those who want to 
make a coup attempt can 
lry while I am away,” said 
Dr Mahathir. 
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