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A TOTAL of RM13.5bil
has been allocated to up-
grade public education in
the country.

This was in line with
the Government's effort
) make Malaysia a centre
v excellence in educa-
aon, Prime Minister Da
ik Sert Ir Mahathir Mo-
namad said.

L.ast year's allocation
was RM12.458bil.

The allocation on edu-
cation would be spent on
providing and upgrading
the educational infra-
structure, supporting fa-
cilities and currjculum
development, Dr Ma-
hathir said.

“A total of RM8bil from
the RM13.5bil will go to-
wards expanding the pri-
mary and secondary edu-
cation in the country. A
total of 183 new primary
and secondary schools
will be opened while 1,217
new schools are being and
will be constructed.

“Vocational and techm
at schools wilt continoe
it be upgraded and sei
i, " he added.

Anticiparing a sharp in-
cegase o studenc intake
inio focal unmversities
cogme /2600 this year o
X4, 000 1 1999 Dr Ma
hathir said RM2.85hl had
aeen set aside to improve
ey supporiing ractiidies,

Sy amound 18 [0 be

used for the construction
of matriculation centres,
the Medical Faculty of the
International Islamic Uni-
versity in Pahang and the
permanent campuses for
Universiti Malaysia Sa-
bah and University of Sa-
rawak,” he added

The Nationa! Higher
Education Fund would
aiso recerve a boost in the
national budgei.

“In addition, the fduca-
tiorr Mipistry, kntrepre
aeu Develupment Minis-
tiv, Humanr Kesouvces
Ministry and Youth ana
sporis Ministry will share
a RV 145011 ailocation {o
praovide various skills
ieaning programmes 4and
Wy onsivhel aevs iraining

enires,”’ ne aaded-,, ¥3
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