Estrada will visit Anwar if allowed, says envoy !

KUALA LUMPUR: Philip-
pine President Joseph Es-
trada welcomed Datuk Set-i
Dr Mahathir Mohamad’s
statement that he will be al-
lowed to visit Datuk Seri An-
war lbrahim in prison.
Philippine ambassador to
Malavsia Jose Brillantes
said the president was happy
to visit the sacked deput
prime minister althoug
there was no officia invita-

| think Mr Estrada can go

tion from Kuaa Lumpur.
and see whether the treat-

“He (Estrada) is taking the ee
cue from the statement ment isright or not.”
made by the Prime Minis- Brillantes said the Philip-
ter,” hesaid. S'25” '/o‘qOOpines_ Department of Foreign
In responding to Estrada’'s™ Affairs was arranging for a
suggestion that Anwar, a bilateral meeting between
close friend of the president,  Estrada and Dr Mahathir at
be placed under house arrest  the sidelines of the Apec
and not treated like a com- summit.
mon criminal, Dr Mahathir “If there is an invitation
had said: (to visit Anwar) during the

“He's treated very special  meeting, then it will be taken

up,” he added.

Asfor now, Brillantes said
the Philippine Embassy here
was dtili - awaiting instruc-
tions from Manila before
pursuing the matter further,
adding that the Philippine
authorities were not sure
whether Dr Mahathir’ s state-
ment was an officid invita-
tion.

Estrada confirmed last
week that he would be at-

tending the Apec summit af-
ter his initial refusal to at-
tend following Anwar’s ar-
rest.

“Apec is very important to
us, as much as Asean,” Bril-
lantes said, adding that the
regional grouping’s principle
of non-interference in the
domestic affair of another
country should be main-
tained.
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