DAP and
NGOs
urge

PM to

regegalfz 9P

reasons

PETALING JAYA: The
DAP and some non-gov-
ernmental  organisations
(NGOs) have called on
Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad to make public his
reasons for sacking his
deput%; Datuk Seri An-
war |brahim.

The Prime Minister
owed Malaysians an ex-
planation for the sack-
Ing, DAP sccretary-gen-
cral Lim Kit Siang said
in apressstatement last
night. ]

Aliran president P.
Kamakrishnan said Ma-
laysians deserved an ex-
planation on “why such
adradtic action is neces-

Tian Chua, spokesman
for Suaram, said the
sacking showed that a
rift did exist between
Dr Mahathir and Anwar
despite their denials.

International Move-
ment for a Just World

resident Prof Chandra

uzaffar said: ‘While
we recognise it is the
Prime Minister's right
to dismiss any member
of his Cabinet, the per-
son he has sacked is the
deputy prime minister
by virtue of his position
as Umno deputy presi-
dent.”

He sad he was
shocked by the an-
nouncement even
though rumours had
been rife before this.

The Malaysan Mus-
l[im Youth Movement
(Abim) described An-
war’'sremoval as shock-
ing, especidly a atime
when the country was
facing an economic cri-
sis and everybody
should be united.

“It is the Prime Minis-
ter's right to dismiss
Anwar. And we will wait
for his officia reason,”
said its president Ah-
mad Azam Abdul Rah-

man.

éThis is the first time
a deputy prime minister
hase%eteynp%cked.“ said
Penang DAP chairman
Karpa Singh.

*1 hope he was given a
chance to reply to any
allegations made
against him,” he said in
a telephone interview
last night..

“The Government
should ensure that the
security of the nation is
kept under control un-
der any circumstance,”
he-added.

PAS deputy president
Hadi Awang said An-
war's departure had
been predicted.

“We are not surprised
by the sacking because
rumours about this have
been around for some
time,” he said when con-
tacted a his home in
Kuaa Terengganu.
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