
Fine orator 4T’+s’ 
who negyly 
got to tht! A 

By K. BARADAN hathir in facing the 
Tengku Razaleigh Ham- 
zah-Datuk Musa Hitam 
challenge in 1987. before 

.toD 
TlIE place was the posh 
Desaru View IIotel’s con- 
vcntion centre in Kota 
Tinggi. The date was Ott 
24, 1993. And the man of 
the hour was Datuk Seri 
Anwar Ihrahim. 

“Therefore, his entry 
into Umno was a major 
coup for the party and for 
Dr Mahathir.” said a for- 
mer NGO colleague. 

awarding of government 
contracts. 

Both also held diametri- 
cally divergent views on 
how to revive the stalled 
economy. 

A hastilv written book. 

gradually turning into a 
deputy who could not 
quite see Eye-to-eye with 
the party leader. 

The economic slow- 

In that eventful year, 
Anwar won the Perma- 
tang Pauh parliamentary 
seat, was made Deputy 
Minister in the Prime 
Minister’s Deoartment. 
elected Permaiang Pa& 
division chief and in Seo- 
temher wrested Urnno 
Youth’s top post from in- 
cumbent Datuk Suhaimi 
IIaji Kamaruddin by B 10. 
vote maioritv. 

The hall cruoted with 
c!lccrs as Anwar entered. 
11 took the Finance Minis- 
tcr nearly 30 minutes to 
make his way lo the stage 
as nearly everybody who 
was sonlclmty in Umno 
was there to congratulate 
Ihc 4h-yeat,-old man ~vho 
had :I dav carlicr made 
IImno hi&y. 

.irlxt over 10 years aflct 
j~illmg \rmrlr~ 111 1482, nn 
war had. in ;I f’cw dcfl 
niovcx. forccti incumbcut 
and vcter;m I!rnllo lcadcr 
(;lrnfai- f:ah;i to ~rve un 

SO Reaso& Why Ann& 
Cunnot be Prime Minis- 
ter, caused severe dam- 
age to Anwar. 

The book detailed sexu- 
al irregularities which 
Anwar has denied but its 
wide distribution during 
the assembly severely un- 
dermincd Anwar’s stand- 
ing in the party. 

“Anwar found it diffi- 

down that hit the country 
last July provided the 
backdrop for the final 
falling out. 

At the June Umno gen- 
eral assembly one of the 
final acts was ulaved out. 

Anwar was ‘widely be- 
lieved to he behind the is- 
sue of cronyism and ncpo- 
tism, raised by Umno 
Youth leader I%tuk Ah- 
mad Zahid IIamidi at the 
assembly. 

Hc remained as Umno 
Youth leader until 1987, 
contested and was elected 
Umno vice-president and 
in 1993 forced Ghafar out 
to become deputy presi- 
dent. 

cult to fight down the alle- 
gations especially after 
holding a high moral 
ground in politics for two 
decades,” said a observer. 

Some who knew him in 
his student days often re- 
called a teacher telling 
Anwar: “If I have to field 
a football team. I will not 
make you cap&n.” 

Dr Mnhnthir countered 
bv releasing lists of “cro- 
nies” who jlad benefitted 
.from the Government’s 
privntised projects and 
contracts. 

Anwar‘s rise in govern- 
ment was as swift as his 
climb up the party ladder. 
1Ic became Culture, 
Youth and Sports Minis- 
ter in lY83. Agriculture 
Minister in 1984, Educa- 
tion Minister in 1986, Fi- 
nance Minister in 1991 
and deputy Prime Minis- 
ter in 1993. 

Anwar’s position as the 
uncontested number two 
in 1906, however, enabled 
him to become stronger in 
the party, sparking talk 
that he would be consider- 
ing a possible challenge 
for the top post in 1999. 

In the years before 1996 
and after, Anwar pro- 
fessed his undivided lov- 
alty to Dr Mahathir. Tfie 
Prime Minister too, had 
repeated on a few occa- 
sions that Anwar was his 
heir apparent. 

Among the narncs were 
%ahid himsrlf and rnem- 
hers of Anwar’s family. 
The disclosure silenced 
critics and raised doubts 
over the credibility of An- 
war, who had since then 
not raised the issue. . L 

It has been a rapid de- 

cline for a once fast rising 
star. 

Born in Ilukit Merta- 
jam. Pcnang in 1947, An- 
war studied at the elite 
MCKK and Universiti 
Malaya where he was 
more noted for radical 
student aclivism then ac- 
ademic achievements. 

(;h:ifar c,nly secured 
srv~‘ii dlvisic,rial nnmin:i~ 
lions while An~var sailed 
through will1 135. 

I1 \v:~s a !lumiliating 
es11 :‘Ol. (;h;lf’;lr. 

AIlM.:Ir was only one 

rung :IW:I~ from the ulli- 
m:ilfx posll ion or powc~r in 
I~C COUII~I’~, h~~lti by J)it 
luk Sari l)r M;lh;lthir MO- 
hanlad s,r,cc lY81. 

II was I)r Mnhathir who 
had defied critics and tra- 
dition to bring in Anwar, a 
perceived anti-establisll- 
mcnl youth leader. into 
the par’ty in 19X2. 

Anwar had been head of 

“Anwar was an orator, 
not a leader his feet 
and his ears were not on 
the ground,” said a long- 
time friend of Anwar. 

Anwar surrounded him- 
self with intellectual ad- 
mrrers, theorist and 
“bookish” strategist none 
of whom were political 
animals schooled in the 
art of survival, said an ac- 
ademic observer. 

“He was strong on Ma- 
lay language, culture, re- 
ligion and race but lacked 
political savvy and let po- 
litical opportunities 
pass,” the observer add- 

However, thL ,Junr 
Umno assembly opelrat! 
with a air of expectations 
and rebellion. Many smelt 
blood. 

Anwar’s key men raised 
the issues of neootism 
and cronyism. - 

The international me- 

Abim, an Islamic youth 
movement that had be- 
come, under his leader- 
ship, a vocal champion of 
civil liberties, human 
rights and a fiery critic o+ 
government corruption. 

Abirn had captured the 
imagination of Malaysian 
voulh and Anwar’s entrv 
into llmno paved the way 
for the 13arisan Nasional’s 
convincing victory in the 
1 YX2 general election. 

Icl-om Ihcn on, their rc- 
lationshlp h:itl cvr)lvcd 
t’rom mcn(or~pupil to fa 
t hrr-son and slaunch po- 
litical allies. 

Upon graduation in 
1971. he helo found Abim 
and ‘began i career as a 
social critic. 

In 1974, he was de- 
lamed under the ISA tor 
his role in the Baling dem- 
onstrations in supporl of 
oovertv-stricken farmers. 

ed. 
He added thal Dr Mu- 

hathir was a formidable 
opponent who had sur- 
vived many trials in his 
political career that span 
five decades. 

“Dr Mahathir is not a 
easv oushover like Gha- 
far-Riba,” said the aca- 
demic, adding that ooli- 
tics was a &&an! al:t of 
alertness and survival 
and “Anwar was simply 
not up to it.” 

Upon his release in 
1976, Anwar continued 
his Islamic youth activ- 
ism and bv 1982 had ac- 
quired a fdrmidable repu- 
tation as a government 
critic wilh a wide follow 
ing in Illc CillllpllS, among 

the litcrati. Islamic vouth 
and tht> international 
NC;0 movcmcnt. Ar:war stood by l)r hla- 

dia, on cue. hit out at Dr 
Mahathir, who retaliated 
swiftly by releasing three 
long lists of leaders and 
their relatives who had 
benefitted from “positilre 
discrimination” in the 
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