Anwar: High-level
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KUALA LUMPUR: Datuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim yes-
terday denied allegations
of links with foreign ele-
ments and sexual miscon-
duct, claiming that there
was a “high-level” con-
spiracy to topple him.

The sacked Deputy
Prime Minister told a
press conference at his
home in Bukit Damansara
he also had evidence, in
the form of witnesses,
statutory declarations
and tapes, to counter the
allegations.

He claimed that the
conspiracy was partly
motivated by “jealousy,"”
noting that he was given
red carpet treatment on a
visit to the United States.

Anwar was flanked by
his wife Datin Seri Dr
Wan Azizah Wan Ismail,
Umno Youth chief Datuk
Ahmad Zahid Hamidi,
PAS president Fadzil Nor
and about S0 supporters.

He was removed from
the posts of deputy prime
minister and finance min-
ister on Wednesday eve-
ning. No reasons were
given for his dismissal.

Asked if he thought that
the Prime Minister was
not being rational by
sacking him, Anwar said:
“That is for the media to
interpret.”

At the Kuala Lumpur
High Court yesterday, the
Attorney-General and the
police filed four affida-
vits to support the police
decision 1o hold Datuk
S. Nallakaruppan in a Bu-
kit Aman lock-up instead
of at the Sungai Buloh
prison, citing security
reasons including an in-
vestigation involving a
top national leader.

One of the affidavits al-
leged that Anwar had en-
gaged in sexual miscon-
duct which included sod-
omy and illicit sex with
several women and a man
and attempts to seduce a
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businessman’s wife.

To a question, Anwar
claimed that all the alle-
gations against him were
fabricated in a political
conspiracy of the “high-
est level.”

“I have appealed to the
Prime Minister not to be
influenced by the conspir-
ators. I have even written
two letters dated Aug 25
and 28 to him but they
went unreplied.

“Yesterday, (Datuk

Seri) Dr Mahathir (Moha- -

mad) gave me an ultima-
tum to either resign or be
sacked with possible
charges to be brought
against me.

“] refused to accede to
his request and I chal-
lenged him to use the
democratic process to
prove the allegations,” e
said.

Anwar also claimed
that government institu-
tions were manipulated
by people who plotted
against him and fabricat-
ed accusations.

“If 1, as the number two
man in the country, can-
not be assured of justice,
then it is a great shame
for the country,” he said.

However, Anwar de-
clined to reveal the names
of the alleged plotters,
but said: “I have evidence
to prove it.”

“It is certainly a politi-
cal conspiracy against me
to prevent any possibility
that 1 will challenge the
PM,” he said.

“I can’t say if the PM is
directing it. But they are
rich people, businessmen
and supreme council
members (of Umno),” he
claimed.

Anwar also claimed -

that he might be arrested
under either the Official
Secrets Act or the Inter-
nal Security Act.

He said that he had al-
ready started legal pro-

ceedings to fight his re-

moval.

“I will be around for a
long time,” he said. “The
Malaysian people are not

ple me

so stupid. I've advised my
friends to remain calm
and respect the law.”

He said he had also un-
dergone two DNA tests,
one of them abroad, to re-
fute allegations that he
had fathered an illegiti-
mate child.

Anwar said he planned
to remain active in poli-
tics and vowed to fight
“until I get justice.”

Later, he confirmed
that the dismissal letter
from the Prime Minister’s
Department was deliv-
ered to his house on
Wednesday night by the
palice.

Asked whether his wife
Dr Wan Azizah Wan Isma-
il went to Sri Perdana to
plead with the Prime Min-
ister’s wife, Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohamed
Ali, Anwar said:

“She went to say good-
bye. She wasn't able to do
so earlier, so she went to
say goodbye because we
still consider them fam-
ily.”
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