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I>URl3hN  (South Africa):
Datuk  Seri I)r Mahathir
Mohamad must  have
thought deeply before rc-
moving Datuk  Set-i Anwar
Ibrahim fr(Jm  his govern-
ment posts.

IJmno vice-president
Datuk  Seri Ahdullah Ah-
m a d  Badawi  said the
Prime Minister  likes An-
war vet-v much and that it
would have been difficult
for him to come to this dc-
cisinn.

“11~  had always said
that Anwar was his &I-
scn s~~cccssor.  There
s u r e l y  m u s t  have  been .

very  serious reasons  fol
him IO take such shocking
action. Ile must he  verv
sad over the whole mai-
tcr.”  he tctld Malaysian rc-
porlers here yesterday.

Ahdullnh  said he spoke
to 1Ir Mahathir  in  the
morniti~  and exprcsgcd
his support for the action
taken against Anwar.

“No matter how much
hc liked Anwar,  he knew
hc had no choice in the
ma1  tcr.

“This is csneciallv so
now that our attention
should be given towards
overcoming the ecnnomic
crisis,” he added.

Ahdullah is here to lead
the Malaysian delegation
to the Non-Aligned Sum-
mit.

Asked about his convcr-
sation with Dr Mahathir,
Abdullah said he told the
Prime Minister that the
people and Umno  mem-
bcrs would surely support
him when they come to
know of the reason for
Anwar’s  sacking.

On Anwar’s  claims that
he was framed by high
level officials, Abdullah
said Anwar  was free to .
make such accusations
hut must bc prepared to
prove them.
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