Dr M

BELOW is a question and
answer session with
Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad after the Umno su-
preme council meeting
ended early this morning.
Dr Mahathir: | would like
to announce that the
Umno supreme council
had its meeting with a-
most all members present
including Datuk Seri An-
war |brahim as the depu-
ty president.

The meeting discussed
only one thing that is the
problems pertaining to
the deputy president.

| explained the matter
to the supreme council
and why it needs to take
suitable action based on
what had been reported to
me.

After | spoke. Datuk
Seri Anwar was given full
opportunity to explain the
oroblems raised from his
viewpoint and to defend
himsdf against the ale-
gations made against him.

He was alowed to talk
for as long as he wanted
and after that, the su-
preme council memhers
gave their views.

Almost all supreme
council members gave
their views and_aeneralv.
they were of the opinion
that Datuk Seri Anwar
should withdraw from
Umno and if he did not, he
would be expelled as a
party member.

When everyone who
wanted to say something
had expressed their opin-
ions, Datuk Seri Anwar
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was given the opportunity
to state his stand.

He said he was not will-
ing to withdraw from the
party and instead he
would accept whatever
decison made by the su-
preme council.

After that, he left the
meeting and | made one
last explanation and
asked the supreme coun-
cil to decide whether we
should have a secret or
open ballot.

The supreme council
was of the opinion that we
decide by consensus.

The decision was a
unanimous one that Datuk
Seri Anwar be expelled
from Umno.

Tonight the situation is
a hit extraordinary as dll
supreme council mem-
bers stayed behind for the
press conference.

This is to state the
stand of the supreme
council that it is a stand
through consensus, that
all members, supported
the decision made.

Q: Why was the decision
made and what was the
explanation?

Dr M: We do not need to
give explanations on this
matter but this is the de-
cision made by the su-
preme council after dis-
cussing the problem.

Q: Don't you think the
public deserves to know
the reasons behind the de-
cision to sack Anwar as
Deputy Prime Minister as
it is unprecedented?

A: It has nothing to do
with the Government.
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This is a party problem.
We had discussed it at
length. We made a deci-
sion. | do not have to ex-
plain the reasons we came
to the decision as it is ac-
cording to the discretion
of the supreme council
members.

Q: Did the party find An-
war guilty?

A: We are not a court. We
did not announce a sen-
tence. We arc merely
looking after our own par-
ty and with our decision,
if he should be expelled

Q: What about the princi-
ple of one being innocent
until proven guilty?

A: It's not new for us be-
cause on orevious occa-
sions, people who are un-
der investigation. bcina
charged or had done
something that had not
been compatible, they
have been asked to with-
draw even when they
were found not guilty by
the court.

Q: Why was he sacked
from the Gnvernment?
A: We find him not suit-
able, that's al. In other
countries, ministers are
sacked every now and
again but in Malaysia, be-
cause we don't sack them
often, people fed it is un-
natural. But sometimes
when it is not compatible,
we do not want the ser-
vices

Q: Anwar has aleged high
level conspiracy”

A: That is his right, to
make alegations. He has
to prove it. | think he may

have the opportunity at a
proper forum.

Q: Now there is some
anxiety, how are you go-
ing to address the prob-
lem?

A:l am sure Umno lead-
ers will be able to pacify
the people by explaining
the decision made bv the
supreme council. The su-
preme council made a
unanimous decision and
we represent al Umno
members and those who
sympathise with Umno.
With that, | am sure they
will think that surely the
supreme council will not
make a unanimous deci-
sion if there are no specif-
ic reasons.

For the time being | will
be the Acting Minister of
Finance.

Q: (What about Anwar's)
position as an MP?
A:le's dill a Member of
Parliament. Wc have no
right to cxpel him from
his parliamentary constit-
uency.

Q: Does not mean that he
isan independent MP?

A: | think so.

Q: Ilow do you think
Umno members will re-
act? Will there be fac-
tions?

A:1think Umno members
will be gawat (unsettled)
but finally they will be
calm agamn. There's no
faction.

Q: Will there be anymore
shocking measures after
this?

A: Ha, Ha. Shocking? |
don't know. | think T've
provided a lot of news for

vou.

Q: Anwar has expressed
his fear that he will be
charged under 1SA, OSA?
A: | don’t know about that
but as he has reported to-
day to the police ‘they
must do an investigation
and if there is anything to
warrant taking action and
I’'m sure the authorities
will take the right (act).
Q: Three deputy prime
ministers and deputy
presidents had come and
gone. What do you make
of it?

A: It's iust an accident of
nature. | don't know.
When | became prime
minister and president |
never thought | would last
three years. But there you
are, these things hap-
pened.

0: It is impljed that vou
don’t need a deputy?

A: Wdll. it's hard work.
But now | have an addi-
tional burden to become
hlinister of Finance. Not
very good actualy. The
foreien mess alwavs says
that I don’t understand fi-
nance a dl. But I'll try.
Q: How will the deputy
presdents post be filled
up?

A: Well, we are having
elections next year and
unless we amend the con-
stitution. there will be
elections ‘the next year. It
will be left vacant and |
don't think | should pre-
empt this by appointing
another deputy prime
minister.

Q: How do you personally
feel about this because
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Anwar was seen as your
he|r aoparent?

| must say I'm
wddened by this. | wish it
hadn’t happened. Person-
aly | wish it had not hap-
pened, certainly not at
this point of time when
the country is facing a
terrible economic prob-
lem and we need to stand
together and solve this
problem. But this thing
has gone out of my con-
trol. I don't have any say.

Q: Any impact on the
Commonwealth Games?

A:l dk?n’t think so.
Q: The opposition
will makep{ﬁs an
issue?

A: We will face anything.
We are a political party
and when we have an
eection, there will be is
sues which did not exist.
Issues will he created. So
that is not something un-
expected. We will face all.

Q: When you say you do
not want to pre-empt the
appointment of a deputy
prime minister and depu-
ty president. are vou say-
ing you are'not going to
appoint a deputy prime
minister until the next
party election?

A:Most likely | won't. But

| need a minister of fi-

nance. I'm only an acting

mlnlster of finance, |
Fe | can find somebody
illing.

Q: Is your number two

spot jinxed?

A:I'm not superstitious.
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