BANGI: Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad
said Umno will decide on his
successor should anything
happen to him.

“The party will decide. We
have vice-presidents. They
will decide who the successor
should be if | popped,” he said
in response to a question on his
decision not to appoint a depu-
ty prime minister.

On the possibility that this
may creste problems as there
were three vice-presidents, he
said: “There will be some prob-

lems at first but I’'m quite sure
in the end they’ll decide (to
choose) one of them. In the tra-
dition of Umno, we close ranks
after deciding.”

Asked if he-would appoint an
acting deputy prime minister,
he revlied: “There's no point.
If you appoint one,. it will be
difficult to dis-appoint.”

On the recent foreign ex-
change control measures, he
said the effects had been “very
good’ <o far.

“Obvioudy, the people have
regained confidence. Business

activities haveincreased.
Loans are now available for
business oeoule.

“1 think the economy is pick-
ing up and | hope it will contin-
Ue "

Dr Mahathir also took the
foreien mess to task for ther
negative reporting about Ma-
lavsa

He said they had refused to
publish facts that the share
market was doing well after
the credit control measures
were introduced.

“You (the foreign press) will

say that ‘although it looks
good, it is actually not good',”
he added.

He said the foreign press
thought highly of the policies
of former deputy prime minis-
ter Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim
“because he seemed to con-
gorm to what you want him to

0.

He aso sad that Malaysia
would continue to act indepen-
dently “whether you like it or
not.”

The foreign press, he said,
was controlled by the people

running it.

“They have never said one
good word about Mdaysia” he
said.

News about the country’s
peace and that the people had
not revolted was not reported,
he added.

On the unfavourable re-
snonse of the International
Monetary Fund towards Ma-
laysia’'s credit control mea-
sures, Dr Mahathir said: “We'll
see whether they (the mea-
sures) will fail or not. They
will wish that they (the mea
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sures) will fail.

“They will do everything to
make sure that we fail Right
now, a lot of people are crack-
ing their heads to find out how
they can frustrate Maaysa”

Asked if the Government
would lift loan restrictions on
share buying, the Prime Minis-
ter said the Government would
be watching the stock market’s
performance.

“If it goes up, then there’s no
necessity but if it's duggish,
we'll make more money avail-
able for the banks.”
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