
Mahathir refutes conspiracy
s 9-s. 9B

TIIIS is an cxcer
press conference E

1 of the
y Umno

president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad after
meeting arty divisional
heads an state leaders todp
explain the sacking of Da-
tuk Seri Anwar  Ih rah im
from Umno and the Gov-
ernment.

Question: Did the Umno
lenders accept your expla-
nation?
Dr Mahathir:  It seemed
that they (had) accepted
because all of them gave
me a standing ovation after
1 made the ex lanntion.
(1:  Will there g e additional
cxplnnalum.
A: : hopr .here is no need
f~! ,111  :t lit  i:  Maybe oth-
er peopli.  \vill  do it. It is not
ens! 10,  rm as I had  been
travellmr  round the coun-
Iry.
Q: Datuk Seri i\nwar  reiler-
ated accusations of a con-
spiracy against him to de-
stroy his political career?
A: I explained to them why
I know there was no con-
spiracy.
Q: Can you tell us what you
told the members?
A:  I just explained the
events which occurred and
how finallv I concluded
that there das substance to
the allegations and was
convinced, and I consid-
ered that he was not quali-
fied to lead the country, not
because of his differences
with me over political or
economic matters but be-
cause his character does
not qualify him to become a
leader for a country like
Malaysia.
Q: Did you disclose any de-
tails?
A: No, I did not disclose de-
tails but I told them I was
convinced, that’s all.
Q: What is your hope after
explaining to Umno lead-
ers?
A: I hope they are not con-
fused.
Q: Why did you act on the
allegations before any in-
vestigation was concluded?
A: The investigation is the
police investigation. I did
my own investigation and I
was convinced.
$zz2&i,you  not disclose

A: Because it is not a pleas-
ant thing to say and I don’t
like to draw anybody that
kind of picture.
Q: With the explanation, do
you think there will be
Umno members who find it
difficult to accept the ex-
planation?
A: I don’t know. I see that
they accept the explana-
tion. Maybe you have a dif-
ferent assessment. You are

entitled to make a different
assessment.
Q: Will Datuk Seri Anwar
be arrested?
A: That is not my problem.
That is the concern of the
law, for those who are re-
sponsihle for the country’s
klW.

Q: Any possibility of rein-
stating Datuk Seri Anwar?
A: No, no. Not a hope, I
think.
Q: Crowds have been gath-
ering at Anwar’s  house cv-
ery nlghl and there arc ru-
mours about bun being ar-
rested?
A: IIe in fact seems to be
courtmp arr es’ and prefer-
.tbl: :trrcs’  tlnde: +h<,  !Si\
‘Interna Securlt>  Act) so
‘hai  1) yours,  hc w i l .  ix
i-cgardec  A. marl vi am!
hopel’ull: :ha: WIII makt,
Hun:  iooL I MI; be t te r .  Gel-
tartly hc wil’  ge t  ‘: lot of
pubhclty anti of course this
Government will be ac-
cused of being dictatorial,
et cetera,  et cetera. We are
familiar with this.
Q: Will he (Anwar)  be ar-
rested?
A: 1 don’t know. It’s not my
business.
Q: Can you comment on the
reform mentioned by Da-
tuk Seri Anwar?
A: There is no reform. It’s
only a blind. It’s a way of
diverting attention from
the problems,, the reasons
for his expulsions.
p;’ llis charge  about  this is
t at there 1s  a political  con-
spiracy, what is your reac-
tion? He said it could not
have taken lace without
your knowle Bge?
A: I can’t say that I don’t
know but what I know is
sufficient to tell me that
he’s not suitable and I don’t
think politics comes into
the matter, excepting of
course that he is no longer
considered suitable to be a
leader of this country. As
far as his belief that it is
because he challenges me,
I feel that I can defend my-
self, I feel that I have suffi-
cient support. With regard
to my differences with him
over the economic manage-
ment of this country, even
if he differs from me, I felt
quite sure that I can bring
him around to accept my
views and my way of doing
things and it’s normal. That
doesn’t bother me. But the
allegations about the other
thing, that we cannot ac-
cept, I cannot accept, my
party cannot accept, this
country cannot accept.

R
: What if the police find

t at t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g
against Anwar,  does that
give him the chance of get-
ting back into Umno?

A: As far as I’m concerned,
I’m convinced about this.
Unless the police know
something I don’t know
that is so very clear that it
proves his innocence, I
don’t think he is going to
come back.
Q: After talking to your di-
visional leaders today, do
you expect them to go on
the ground to explain (to
the people)?
A: Well, there arc stiil a lot
of confused people on the
g r o u n d  a n d  1 thir,k t h a t
they need to be told about
what I spoke on today and
I’m sure our people will c?,
plain ’ I’m quile surl ais:
there wil!  bt somt Ilit
ha rd :  who wil! never b.
convinceo  but the maJorIt-
will ‘\J?II1  ti;lll> ii< <‘!)I
vinced
Q: Anwar  has denieu thr: a:
legations against him. bu,
when did you start to re-
ceive information on his
moral misconduct?
A: The moral misconduct
has been going on for quite
some time but I only knew
about it recently. But to
deny that, even President
(Bill) Clinton denied (alle-
gations against him). Who
would ever admit that he is
bad ,  tha t  he  does  bad
things?
Q: After explaining to party
members, when will you
explain to the Malaysian
people at large?
A: I don’t think I need to
explain to the Malaysian
people at large. I think over
time they will understand
that what I say based on
facts. I don’t do this to a
person who has been liter-
ally groomed by me to suc-
ceed me, (and who is also)
my friend, why shduld  I do
this to him? I have lots of
enemies. I would like to do
that to my enemies. But I
don’t choose my friends
and I don’t choose an accu-
sation that is so difficult to
explain and so difficult for
people to accept. His cre-
dentials as a very religious
m a n  a r e  v e r y  g o o d .  I
should have found some
other excuse but unfortu-
nately there are no other
excuses that I got.
Q: Do .you ever have re-

UleoryY



grets m grooming Datuk
Seri Anwar?
A: “Ever,”  I don’t know hut
I’m sorry that it has come
to this. I was thinking of re-
tiring this yciir. I went o f f
last year in 1997  to give
him a chance to lead the
country. and but for this
cconom~c problem. 1 wruld
have stepped down. L'nf'rrr
~unatt‘!y  1 t h i n k  I nped lo
stay hack to lend some of
my rxpurlcncc  for the rt’so-
lurion nf lh~ probleni.
Q: iTi ihcrr h e  :I prd~lcn~

,!I dccidir!g c:n 3 rcplacr-
men1 (lor Anwar?’
i :  \V\;r  w i l l  fllcj ,I w:,)’  to
.I\ ~‘3  c~rmt’  *hi nrohlerr ~(3
ill:!' dicri.  VII 30 9~‘ an:.
problr,r,  11‘ ‘h swrr  1
Q %Y 3,. .omr '11!1,,'

fW(lCI. 0 :,:,:'i,i ,K,"SI
"~C1" ,ts, 'Yl1a 1' 1'1,111

cornrxc'r1~
k '!‘hill  i:, tt1ci.  :‘I& '1'0 g"

to my !10ust  I: rlo: out 01
bounds.
Q: t$ul  some 01 them said
they are going there o n
their personal capacity?
A: They can ~:o III  their per-
sonal capacity, I have no
problem (with that). But if
people do not think that
the) are there in their pcr-
sonal capacity and they
want to form whate\cr
opinion, then they are enti-
tled to 1t.
Q: What about Anwar’s  let-
tcrs dated Aug 25 and 28 to
you which arc being circu-
lated to the public?
A: I don’t know. I,ctters  he
gave  me, I kept them.
Q:  Why d id  the  Umno
Youth chief Datuk Ahmad
Zahid flamidi not attend
the meeting today?
A: Ile was in hospital, he
was sick.
Q: Do you think it is right
that you have judged him
(Anwar)  in the court of
public opinion and that you
might have invited him
here to defend himself?
A: He has been iven every
opportunity to defend him-
self, unlike others whom he
himself had passed judge-
ment on. He was the head
of the disciplinary commit-
tee and those whom he had
disciplined did not get the
kind of opportunity he had.
As far as this party is con-

cerned, we have
P

ushed
aside a lot of peop e who
have eventually  been found
not guilty, which is what
has happened to one or two
lenders recently. They did
something t h e  p a r t y
doesn’t approve of, they
were charged  in court, they
were found not guilty but
they are still not back III
the  party. This party main-
tains a cttrtain standard. If
wc go by some colurt  judg-
ments dltrne  without taking
ii;ttr  c:)n:.idcration  thr per-
ccptio,i  by ihe public,  t h r n
wt. wiil hr> doing snmethjng
w,*ong S;r WC  take public
,,(‘i #.c~pt,c:r lrl:i “ons,oc:
ill  101 .vh,‘i  4’ .,c. .,o .‘,i
,I \‘I. :i,,f‘.l,ls’ rt1 m11r
‘llld  IS ‘L”r‘X11, _&i, I
“f, L,li;, ‘,1’s m S!. LrlC,

mu, 1 nor-c >I TIC’  ‘haI rhc
3 ll’lrl:
Q ‘1~ .o: lhml  +,I:,  couic
navy  i?ecLn  !:andlcd  ii 111!1(
ilifferenlly  or are vou satia-
fietl wi!h thr \~ny it IS being
handled~
A: I’m satisfied with the
way i have handled it be-
cause I’ve given him ever!
chance to resign so that
these matters would not
come to this stage, but he
preferred to fight. And he
maintains that he’s inno-
cent. So now he has to
prove that he is innocent.
Q: What was his explana-
tion when you confronted
him with the allegations?
A: I,ies, lies. They are all
lies. There is a whole lot of
people conspiring to bring
him down. He’s almost
paranoid about such things.
I don’t see how we can have
senior government offi-
cers, courts, judges. prose-
cutors, a whole lot of ordi-

nary people acting in collu-
sion when these people do
not know each other at all.
Q: Since when have you
thought that Anwar  is not
suitable?
A: Only recently.
Q: What about last year?
A. Last year there were ac-
c;satio&  (against Anwar).
I said it was a lie It was
deliberately done bv people
who wanted to bring down
my  deputy. I totally reject-
ed the accusations. I dia
nol c\cn read  I~hc  lcttcr)
Now with the crystal clear
cvidtsncr, I cannot reject
anvmnrc
Q Wii  ‘01 :iam( a n o t h e r
depui,
A  \x!f4 10 or +t> ‘Irnrz  h e
,nr lop ht par:: ril
sett1 dhn prohlerr 10:‘  ,m
Q ‘Vh;,  ;houic  iti.  :hr mol
a :hnrac!e, I ‘40 depu
11
A: :‘n, not iooking for a
pries; or something like
that I’m  looking for a very
ordinary person who acts
with propriety, does not do
things that are not accept-
ed by the general member-
ship of the party and the
puhhc. He cannot do some-
thing ‘that will make the
party unpopular.
Q: In your discussion with
Datuk Seri Anwar,  did he
admit that he had been in-
volved in moral miscon-
duct?
A: He admitted that he was
only human. (He said) he
did a.little of thpse thivgs
done Dy normal numan De-
ings. But he denied the alle-
gations (made against him).
Q: Did you ask him (Anwar)

econcim:s ‘ik la’s:  :hinr
ne’i.d ai  :III: rirnr wher!  ‘VL
art. tryInk,  ;( manag? ihc
countr\  inn thi::  economic
crisis is to have another po
litical  crisis  on my hand,
but I have no way of avoid-
ing this thing. At a time
when this country is play-
ing host tn a lot of foreign-
ers coming for the Sukom
(Commonwealth Games), at
a time when we are facmg
the economic problems, I
don’t need another problem
on my hand. but this thing
has been taken out of my
control. So it happened.
Q: Was this the most pain-
fu l  dec is ion  you  have
made?
A: Well I don’t really know
what kind of pain, I have no
means of measuring the de-
gree of pain, but certainly
it has been the most un-

on what he meant by being +
pleasant experience.

a normal human being?
Q: Many Umno Youth lead-
ers want Zahid to resign?

A: No, I did not. I did not A: That is their problem.

inquire that of him. I was
discussing with a person I
know, my friend, so I did
not ask about it. Because
we know that he deliberatc-
Ip portrays the image of a
pious person, a man who
holds strongly to his reli-
gious beliefs, who is also an
irnam (prayer leader) and
preaches well. So what he
had done is not in accord
w,th  such an image.
Q: Was it a very painful de-
cision for vou? Which was
more palnf;rl.  the allegation
o f  sexual  misconduct  o r
selling information to for-
eigners?
.A. ’ hWl strcssc1~ f!W.  1.’ i :
lt7t  [nora: issut  i\n: th, al
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