Mahathir refutes conspiracy

THIS is an cxcerpt of the
press conference by Umno
resident Datuk Seri Dr
ahathir Mohamad after
meeting party divisional
heads state leaders to
exL)Iain the sacking of Da
tuk Seri Anwar lhrahim
from Umno and the Gov-
ernment.

Question: Did the Umno
leaders accept your expla-
nation?

Dr Mahathir: It seemed
that they (had) accepted
because all of them gave
me a standing ovation after
1 made the explanation.

Q: Will therc be additional
explanation”

A: T hopr here is no need
fo.mctode it Maybe oth-
er peoplewill do it. It is not
casyforwne as 1 had been
travelling round the coun-

1ry.

Q: Datuk Seri Anwar reiter-
ated accusations of a con-
spiracy against him to de-
stroy his political career?
A: | explained to them why
| know there was no con-
spiracy.
Q: Can you tell us what you
told the members?
A: 1 just explained the
events which occurred and
how finally | concluded
that there was substance to
the allegations and was
convinced, and 1 consid-
ered that he was not quali-
fied to lead the country, not
because of his differences
with me over political or
economic matters but be-
cause his character does
not qualify him to become a
leader for a country like
Malaysia.
Q: Did you disclose any de-
tails?
A: No, | did not disclose de-
tails but | told them I was
convinced, that's all.
Q: What is your hope after
explaining to Umno lead-
ers?
A: 1 hope they are not con-
fused.

Q: Why did you act on the
allegations before any in-
vestigation was concluded?
A: The investigation is the
police investigation. I did
my own investigation and 1
was convinced.

: Why did you not disclose
the details?
A: Because it is not a pleas-
ant thing to say and | don’t
like to draw anybody that
kind of picture.
Q: With the explanation, do
you think there will be
Umno members who find it
difficult to accept the ex-
planation?
A: 1 don't know. T see that
they accept the explana-
tion. Maybe you have a dif-
ferent assessment. You are

entitled to make a different
assessment.
Q: Will Datuk Seri Anwar
be arrested?
A: That is not my problem.
That is the concern of the
law, for those who are re-
sponsible for the country’'s
Jaw.
Q: Any posshility of rein-
stating Datuk Serl Anwar?
A: No, no. Not a hope, 1
think.
Q: Crowds have been gath-
ering a Anwar’s house ev-
ery night and there arc ru-
mours about him being ar-
rested?
A: He in fact seems to be
courting arr es and prefer-
ably arres: unde: the ISA
‘Interna Security Act} su
*hai v coursche wil. be
:‘(‘garde( A. nart vi ana
hopefully ‘ha: will make
hin iook 1 io: better. Cer-
lawly he wil! get @ lot of
publicity an¢ of course this
Government will be ac-
cused of being dictatorial,
et cetera, et cetera We are
familiar with this.
Q: Will he (Anwar) be ar-
rested?
A: 1 don't know. It's not my
business.
Q: Can you comment on the
reform ‘mentioned by Da-
tuk Seri Anwar?
A: There is no reform. It's
only a blind. It's a way of
diverting attention from
the problems,, the reasons
for his expulsions.

: llis charge about this is
thet there 1s a political con-

iracy, what is your reac-
tion? He said it could not
have taken J)Iace without
your knowledge?
A: 1 can't say that | don’t
know but what I know is
sufficient to tell me that
he's not suitable and 1 don't
think politics comes into
the matter, excepting of
course that he is no longer
considered suiteble to be a
leader of this country. As
far as his belief that it is
because he challenges me,
| fed that | can defend my-
«df, I fed that I have suffi-
cient SLCJFPOI'L With regard
to my differences with him
over the economic manage-
ment of this country, even
if he differs from me, I fet
quite sure that 1 can bring
him around to accept my
views and my way of doing
things and it's normal. That
doesn't bother me. But the
alegations about the other
thing, that we cannot ac-
cept, I cannot accept, my
party cannot accept, this
country cannot accept.
({; What if the police find
that there is nothing
against Anwar, does that
give him the chance of get-
ting back into Umno?

A: As far as I'm concerned,
I'm convinced about this.
Unless the police know
something | don’'t know
that is so very clear that it
proves his innocence, |
don’t think he is going to
come back. )
Q: After talking to your di-
visional leaders today, do
you expect them to go on
the ground to explan (to
the people)?
A: Well, there arc stiil alot
of confused people on the
round and Ithink that
they need to be told about
what | spoke on today and
I'm sure our people will ex
plain® "'m quite sur: ais:
there will be some dic
hard: who wili never b
convinced but the majorit
will  :vent ualis b co1
vinced
Q: Anwar has denied tho ai
legations against him. biu:
when did you start to re-
ceive information on his
moral misconduct?
A: The mora misconduct
has been going on for quite
some time but | only knew
about it recently. But to
denY that, even President
(Bill) Clinton denied (alle-
gations against him). Who
would ever admit that he is
bad, that he does bad
things?
Q: After explaining to party
members, when will you
explain to the Malaysian
people at large?
A: 1 don't think | need to
explain to the Malaysian
people at large. | think over
time they will understand
that what 1 say based on
facts. | don't do this to a
person who has been liter-
aly groomed by me to suc-
ceed me, (and who is also)
my friend, why shduld | do
this to him? I have lots of
enemies. | would like to do
that to my enemies. But I
don't choose my friends
and | don't choose an accu-
sation that is so difficult to
explain and so difficult for
people to accept. His cre-
dentials as a very religious
man are very good. I
should have found some
other excuse but unfortu-
nately there are no other
excuses that T got.
Q: Do you ever have re-

theory*



grets in grooming Datuk
Seri Anwar?

A: “Ever,” | don't know hut
I'm sorry that it has come
to this. I'was thinking of re-
tiring this year.: wen Off
last year in 1997 to give
him a chance to lead the
country. and but for this
ccenomice problem. 1 would
have stepped down. Unfor
tunately 1 think Ineedto
stay hack to lend some of
my expertence for the reso-
Tution of thie problem.

O Witlthere ne aproblem
o deciding on a replace-
ment (for Anwar)?

i: We will fing s way to
o ey come The oreblem so

iha here wil ao be anv
problem n- th mariy

(G PTher 1w oome iy
fcacer o snwar oUst
overy Gfar Wha ¢ vow
commnient

A: That v then: might To go
to any house 1= 10! out of
bounds.

Q: But some of them said
they are going there on
their personal capacity?
A: They cangon their per-
sonal capacity, 1 have no
problem (with that). But if
people do not think that
they are there in their per-
sonal capacity and they
want to form whatever
opinion, then they are enti-
tled to 1t.

Q: What about Anwar's let-
ters dated Aug 25 and 28 to
you which arc being circu-
lated to the public?

A: | don't know. Letters he
gave me, I kept them.

: Why did the Umno
Youth chief Datuk Ahmad
Zahid Hamidi not attend
the meeting today?

A: He was in hospital, he
was sick.

Q: Do you think it is right
that you have judged him
(Anwar) in the court of
public opinion and that you
might have invited him
here to defend himsdf?
A: He has beargiven every
op?ortunity to defend him-
sdf, unlike others whom he
himself had passed judge-
ment on. He was the head
of the disciplinary commit-
tee and those whom he had
disciplined did not get the
kind of opportunity he had.
As far as this party is con-

cerned, we have pushed
aside a lot of peop le who
have eventually been found
not guilty, which is what
has happened to one or two
lenders recently. They did
something the party
doesn't approve of, they
were charged in court, they
were found not guilty but
they are still not back mn
the party. This party main-
tains a certain standard. If
we go by some court judg-
ments alone without taking
into consideration thr per-
ception by the public, thrn
we wiltbe doing sometinng
wrong  Seowe take public
peYeeptior nic s onsiaer
attor vher W ac: a6 en
1ot bheeauss th cour

and b s ettt gy
no ol Weoare i act
muct nore storie thatr the

s ouris

Q ¢ cor thinl s coulc
navy been handied a hitte
differently or are you satis-
fied with the way it1s being
handled?

A: I'm satisfied with the
way ihave handled it be-
cause I've given him every
chance to resign so that
these matters would not
come to this stage, but he
preferred to fight. And he
maintains that he's inno-
cent. So now he has to
prove that he is innocent.
Q: What was his explana-
tion when you confronted
him with the dlegations?
A: lies, lies. They are al
lies. There is a whole lot of
people conspiring to bring
him down. He's almost
paranoid about such things.
| don't see how we can have
senior government offi-
cers, courts, i’udges. rose-
cutors, a whole lot of ordi-

nary people acting in collu-
sion when these people do
not know each other at all.
Q: Since when have you
thought that Anwar is not
suitable?

A: Only recently.

Q: What about last year?
A: Last year there were ac-
cusations (against Anwar).
| sad it was a lie It was
deliberately done by people
who wanted to bring down
my deputy. | totaly reject-
ed the accusations. | dia
noteven read (the letter)
Now with the crysta clear
evidence, | cannot reject
anvinre

€ Wit ot name
deput®

A Welso or the ime he
ing wop hopar: vl
settt ha problen 108 mu
G Wha <houlk be the mox
a characte: 3y our depu
18 %

A: 7'nt not iooking for a
pries; or something like
that 'm looking for a very
ordinary person who acts
with propriety, does not do
things that are not accept-
ed by the genera member-
ship of the party and the
public. He cannot do some-
thing ‘that will make the
party unpopular.

Q: In your discusson with
Datuk Seri Anwar, did he
admit that he had been in-
volved in moral miscon-
duct?

A: He admitted that he was
only human. (He said) he
did a little of those things
done by norma’ human be-
ings. But he denied the ale-
gations (made against him).
Q: Did you ask him (Anwar)
on what he meant by being :
a normal human being?

A: No, | did not. | did not

another

inquire that of him. | was
discussing with a person |
know, my friend, so | did
not ask about it. Because
we know that he deliberate-
ly portrays the image of a
Elious person, a man who
olds strongly to his reli-
gious beliefs, who is adso an
imam (prayer leader) and
preaches well. So what he
had donc is not in accord
with such an image.

- Was 1t a ver inful de-
8sion for you?ymich was
more painful, the alegation
of sexual misconduct or
selling information to for-
eigners?

Ar " have stressed that © 13
the noras igsue ao: the al
iegatiom
matior; o
economy  Thi

necG at this time when we
are trying ¢ manage iht
country inn this economic
crisis is to have another po
litical crisis on my hand,
but | have no way of avoid-
ing this thing. At a time
when this country is play-
ing host tn a lot of foreign-
ers coming for the Sukom
(Commonwedlth Games), at
a time when we are facing
the economic problems, |
don't need another problem
on my hand. but this thing
has been taken out of my
control. So it happened.
Q: Was this the most
ful decision you
made?

A: Well | don't redly know
what kind of pain, | have no
means of measuring the de-
gree of pain, but certainly
It has been the most un-
pleasant experience.

Q: Many Umno Youth lead-
ers want Zahid to resign?
A: That is their problem.

ain-
ave
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