By ESTHER NG and MAIZATUL NAZLINA

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia has
never used the water issue to * buIIK”
Singapor e despite the fact that the
republic has profited from it, said
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad.

The Prime Minister said existing arrange-
ments not only assured the republic of
enough supply for domestic consumption but
also to make “ more money than we can ever
hope to make from our water.”

“We have never indicated that we want to
stop supplying water. 1, myself, have made
the assurance that we will provide them with
water in perpetuity,” he told reporters yes-
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terday after visiting the Lembah Pantal Sta-
dium, the venue of the Commonwealth
Games women' s hockey matches.

Dr Mahathir said Singapore appeared to
be insensitive as it shouid not raise past
issues if it wanted to have good relations
with Malaysia

He was responding to questions on
extracts of memoirs by Singapore Senior
Minister Lee Kuan Yew published in The
Sunday Times yesterday, claiming that
Malaysia had used “bullying and intimida
tion” during the two countries’ brief federa-
tion, and that he till believed that Kuala
Lumpur could use the water issue to cow its
neighbour.

Lee also claimed that Umno had instigated

the 1964 racial riots in Singapore and that
former prime minister Tunku Abdul Rahman
had told a British diplomat once that Singa-
pore could be controlled through water sup-
ply “and other levels of pressure.”

Asked if Umno would object to the accusa-
tion on theriots, Dr Mahathir said he did not
see the point in doing so.

“It will not solve any problems (but) it will
create (more) problems.

“Now, if 1 were to tell Malaysians to
become friends with Singapore, even if |
want to, the people will not want to.

“You saw their reaction at the (opening of)
Sukom. They cheered for everyboa@ but Sin-
gapore,” he said.

He said Singapore was able to prosper by
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exploiting its neighbours’ weaknesses and it
gained business by undermining the Inter-
ests of its neiglibours.

Umno vice-president Datuk Seri Nagjib
Abdul Razak aso criticised Singapore's
“overzealous concern” over water, to the
extent that it could not separate it from
other issues.

“We have never been irrational or inhumane
in our actions, but we have to protect our inter-
est in our dealings with Singapore,” he said.

In Johor Baru, Works Minister Datuk Seri
S. Samy Vellu dismissed Sin%apore’s claim
that the republic has been threatened and
bullied over the water issue.
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Irresponsible act, says Umno Youth
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He said the Cabinet had not made

andtiming of its publication appeared
to be “a determined attempt” to strain
relations between the two countries.

any changes to the two water agree-

ments signed between the two neigh-
bours which were to expire in 2011
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In a statement, Umno Youth con-
demned Le€'s memoirs, especialy its
dlandering of deceascd Malaysian

and 2061.

leaders.

“This is an irresponsible act. More-
over, it is unbecoming of a so-called
Asean statesman,” he said.

Hishammuddin noted that Le€'s re-
fusal to accept any responsibility for
events leading up to the separation of
Singapore from Malaysia reinforced

The movement’'s vice chief Datuk the Singapore leader’'s “skewed”
Hishammuddin Hussein said the book  viewpoints.
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