Mahathir: Anwar actlng
like a desperate man

KUALA LUMPUR: Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad said Datuk Seri An-
war |brahim was acting
like a desperate man.

Dr Mahathir said An-
war, who had called for
his resignation as Prime
Minister, came up with
these “proposas’ out of
desperation.

“l can understand his
fedlings, he has been dis-
missed. He cannot dis-
miss me, so he has asked
for my resignation,” he
told a press conference
yesterday after a vist to
Commonwealth Games
perﬂss centre a Mint Ho-

Dr Mahathir's com-
ments were made at hoon,
six hours before Anwar’s
supporters caused distur-
‘bances in various part of
the city and the eventua
arrest of the latter.

“The fact is Anwar has
bleeg_ breaﬁir;%_the I_eﬁv ir;]
cludin olding i
raIIieﬁ,”g he seid.g *

On Anwar's adopted
brother and a Pakistani
friend who pleaded guilty
on Saturday to charges of

allowing Anwar to sodo-
mise them, Dr Mahathir
said he believed the
claims to be true.

“Nobody in ther right
minds would confess to
something that would be
very damaging to them-
salves if it were untrue,”
he said.

“l believe Anwar felt
quite safe because he
thought that those people
would never admit to
somethln% they would be
very ashamed of,” he

To a question, Dr Ma-
hathir said he had accept-
ed the fact that his for-
mer deoutv had behaved
“in thisway.”

The Prime Minister
said when the matter was
first brought to his atten-
tion, he had dismissed it
as efforts by people to
bring down his deputy but
after the evidence proved
to be “too strong,” he had
to accept the fact.

“l had to take action.
And now | think | am be-’
yond being surprised.

“l think this is some-
thing apparently he (An-

war) indulees in. to my re-
gret,” he added.’

Asked bv a foreign
journalist how long he
wanted to see Anwar in
jail, Dr Mahathir said:

“l don't enjoy these
things, you know.-It is not
in my-nature to gloat over
what happens to people,
who for reasons of their
own have committed
these kinds of act.

“1 don't enjoy it. | wish
he hadn’t done this. And
he should have succeeded
me and everything would
be fine. But here, | have
this thing thrown in my
face at atime when | least
needed it.

“1 have got an economic
problem to ded with, the
Commonwealth Games
coming along and Apec
and of course | have you
(journalists) coming here
to watch al these things.

“l don't enjoy this. But
it happens,” he said.

On capitd controls in-
troduced, Dr Mahathir
said Malaysia was only
acting to protect its own
economy.
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