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KUALA LUMPUR: Sup-
porters of Datuk Seri An-
war lbrahim are misusing
religion to incite people to
violently overthrow the
Government, said Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad.

The Prime Minister
said Anwar’s supporters
were trying to create a
Stuation similar to the re-
cent Jakarta riots which
forced Suharto to step
down as the Indonesian
president.

At a press conference
vesterdav. Dr Mahathir
was asked about the
planned rallv at the Na-
tional Mosque after the
Friday prayers today to
show support for the for-
mer finance minister.

“They believed the
Government could be top-
pled that way and the
court case against Datuk
Seri Anwar could be pre-
vented.

“There’s nothing much
we can do. If we act
tough, CNBC will show
pictures (of the police in
action) 1.5 times a day.

“(The Nazi Germany
propaganda chief Joseph)
Goebbdls sad if you re-
peat a lie many times,
people will believe it.
That is CNBC’s strategy.
Tell a lie many many
times, eventuallv people
will believe it,” he said.

Dr Mahathir was sneak-
ing to reporters after
chairing the Nationa In-
formation Technology
Council at the Prime Min-
ister's Office vesterdav.

When asked whether
the recent demonstra-
tions in the city could es-
cadate to racid riots, the

Prime Minister said they
should be stopped be-
cause if left unchecked,
they could lead to looting
and rape.

He said Anwar’s sup-
porters knew that if they
resisted violently, the au-
thorities had to react the
same way, thus showing
off the violent side of the
security  forces.

“With that, the foreign
media will shoot the scene
and show it many times
(on television) so that it
will show that Asians are
really terrible people,
that Asans do not know
how to rule themselves
and that we should go
back being their colony,”
he said.

Dr Mahathir also said
those who held the dem-
onstrations were hoping
that they could topple the

Government, including
himself, so that others
could take over the coun-
try and prevent Anwar's
case from being heard in
an open court.

He said Anwar’s only
fear was to be tried in an
open court where all his
activities would be ex-
posed in public.

“So whatever that can
be done to prevent the
open triad would be done
by Anwar’s supporters.
For Anwar, he wants to be
tried by his own follow-
ers. He does not want to
be tried in court.

“That’s why he had ear-
lier said that the courts
are colluding with the po-
lice, the prosecutors and
me, that it is al a conspir-
acy (against him),” he
added

On Why 16 people were
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detained under tQInter-
nal Security Act, the
Prime Minister said the
police acted according to
their ‘own assessment of
things.

He said that although
the police did not consult
him about it, he believed
they must have had good
reasons to detain those
people, usualy for ques
tioning.

On adlegations that An-
war would be injected
with HIV, Dr Mahathir
said there were no blood
tests in relation to HIV
for Anwar.

“However, any allega-
tion made must be sup-
ported by facts. If there
are facts, we will accept
(the charge) but if there
are no facts, the person
who made the allegations
is actualy lying, trying to
reduce the people's confi-
dence in the police. That
is a vicious thing to do,”
he added.

Asked by a foreign
journalist who pointed out
that there were Malay-
sians who were worried
about the handling of the
situation by the Govern-
ment and the police, the
Prime Minister said they
were only the minority.

“They like to be patted
on the back by foreigners.
But the mgjority of Ma
laysians believe we can
rule our country better
without any help from
you (the foreign media),”
he sad.

On Umno Youth's mem-
orandum to the party sec-
retarv-general on its
chief Datuk Ahmad Zahid
Hamidi’s position, Dr Ma-
hathir said the matter
would be discussed by the
Umno supreme council. -
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