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KUALA LUMPUR: Wan- 
ita Umno chief Datuk Dr 
Siti Zaharah Sulaiman has 
called on members to fall 
back on their maternal in- 
stincts in facing the par- 
ty’s problems. 

“In the name of party 
unity and at crucial mo- 
ments like these, women, 
as mothers, should act as 
a balancing force to con- 
trol the tension,” she said 
in reference to the expul- 
sion of Datuk Seri Anwar 
Ibrahim from the party 
on Sept 3. 

“As members. we 
should safeguard the par- 
ty’s harmony. If  father 
and son have a squabble, 
the mother is the pacifi- 
er,” she said. 

She also said members 
must show their full sup- 
port for Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad in handling the 
country’s problems. 

“If not for our resil- 
ience and Dr Mahathir’s 
efficient leadership, Ma- 
laysia would have been 
crushed long ago,” she 
said in her speech at the 
movement’s Women’s 
Day celebration here yes- 
terday. 

She said Wanita mem- 
bers should also avoid ac- 
tions which were out of 
the boundaries of the law 
as they could jeopardise 
the country’s stability. 

Citing Anwar’s expul- 
sion, Dr Siti Zaharah said 
she was shocked when 
she heard the news. 

“Factuallv. we are con- 
vinced it hgppened. Al- 
though traditionally we 
support both the presi- 
dent and his deputy, the 
party had decided to dis- 
miss Anwar. 

“(Thus), we should side- 
line him (Anwar) as Umno 
is not based on an individ- 
ual,” Dr Siti Zaharah said. 
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