Veteran
journalist
denles
part 339 ??8
in Gerak

KUALA LUMPUR: Veter-
an journalist Tan Sri Abd-
ul Samad Ismail has “em-
phatically” denied his in-
volvement in the Majlis
Gerakan Keadilan Rakyat
Malaysia (Malaysian Peo-
ple’s Council for Justice)
or Gerak launched on Sat-
urday.

He said he was not a
member of the movement
and did not know how his
name was listed down as
backing its formation.

“I emphatically deny
any involvement. I totally
disassociate myself from
it,” he said.

Samad said although he
was ‘‘not an official Umno
member,” he supported
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad’s leadership.

Gerak is a coalition of
opposition parties includ-
ing PAS, DAP, Parti Ra-
kyat Malaysia, and non-
governmental organisa-
tions such as Persatuan
Ulamak Malaysia, Angka-
tan Belia Islam Malaysia
(Abim), Jemaah Islah Ma-
laysia, Persatuan Peruba-
tan Islam Malaysia, Con-
sumer Association of Pe-
nang, Persatuan Kebang-
saan Siswazah Muslim,
and Persatuan Kebang-
saan Pelajar Islam Malay-
sia.

The movement aims to
abolish the Internal Secu-
rity Act and the thrust for
the time being was to call
for Datuk Seri Auwar
Ibrahim's release, or for
him to be charged in
court.
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