TIIE Finance Ministry.
under the tenure of Datuk
Seri Anwar Ibrahim, nev-
er practised transparency
by disclosing_the names
ot those who were award-
ed projects, Datuk So-i
Dr Mahathir Mohamad
satd.

‘This is unlike what is
done bymy ministry,” the
Prime Minister said in re-
ply to dlegations bv Op-
position Leader Lim Kit
Siang that there was lack
of transparency and jus
tice in the handling of the
Anwar issue,

During the recent
Umno General Assembly.
the Prime Minister had
released the names of
those who obtained
shares and were awarded
privatised projects.

During the debate on
the Securities Industry
(Central Depositorics)
Amendment Bill, Dr Ma-
hathir and Lim had a ver-
bal exchange for amost
an hour on the Anwar is
sue.

Lim complained about
the short time that MPs
had to study the hill. say-
ing the Government had
“railroaded” the tabling
of the hill.

“What we need is the
rule of law, not rule by
law,” he said, claiming
this was similar to what
had happencd to Anwar.

“I'm not here to defend
the Permatang Pauh MP.
But what we hare are
laws but not the spirit be-
hind it. There is no justice
anymore in our govern-
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ment administration,” he
said.

At this point. Dr Ma-
hnthir asked: “What is the
rule of law? Is it to create
chaos, give a picture of
unrest to the foreigners
and collaborate with
them?’

Lim maintained that his
stand was clear that “the
sacking of Anwar and his
detention was not fair.”

He then questioned Ma-
lavsia’'s appointment of
Salomon Smith Barney, a
US investment bank, as fi-
nancial adviser, saying
they were dews who were
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Dr Mahathir reiterated
that the police did not
want to arrest Anwar un-
der the Internal Security
Act.

“But then he went to
the National Mosque, in-
stigating the people to
create disturbances.”

Lim also questioned if
the Government had
proof that Anwar had
asked his supporters to
riot, adding, “iIs it fair for
the Prime Minister to
make such accusations
when the former deﬂuty
prime minister is not
to defend himsef?’

Dr Mahathir acknowl -
edged that Anwar did not
tell his people outright to
riot.

“But it is his manner of
whipping up emctions to
hate some people. Hc is a
well-known orator who
knows how to use words
lo stir up emotions. He
knows the implications of
his speech.

“As a result, the people
went to PWTC and my
residence and created
disturbances,” he added.

Dr Mahathir also said
that Anwar had used the
“pre-empting Strategy”
by claiming from the on-
set that he would be ar-
rested under the ISA in a
bid to cover his owh of-
fences.

He reiterated that An-
war was his friend and
that he initially did not
believe the accusations
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against him.

He said there s opld be
no threats about rioting
and that the court should
be alowed to decide on
the case.

“l can say Anwar isin
the wrong. Many people
can also say that, but
there is no legal power.

“As the Prime Minister
I can he’'s wrong.
punished him. In Umno, |f
someone is guilty, we
drop him. We don't wait
for the court to decide
(before taking action on
matters concerning the
party).”

“Even in the past, some
members who were not
found guilty but had af-
fected the image of the
party we asked them
to quit.”

e also said that the
Prime Minister could not
be equaged with the judi-
ciary but any countr
gaveythe right t)g the Ieaf}/
er to remove someone.

Dr Mahathir said that
the wearing of ski masks
by the Unit Tindakan
Khas was similar to what
was done in other coun-
tries like Britain and
South Korea.

“You do not complain
about this. What foreign-
ers do seems right but we
can't do a similar thing.
;Pere’s no nationalism at

He said Lim's support
for Anwar was a auid pro
guo arrangement, with
Anwar backing efforts to
free jailed Kota Melaka
MP Lim Guan Eng.
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