
Ministry 
targets. ; L. 
a million 
tJq$s $, 
campaign 
KLJALA LUMPUK: The 
Rural Develonment Min- 
istry hopes io collect a 
million books from its 
newly-launched Book Do- 
nation Campaign for dis- 
tribution lo rural areas. 

Minister Datuk Annuar 
Muss said the two-month 
campaign, which ends on 
Sept 30, was aimed at re- 
distributing books from 
urban cenlres to rural 
schools, estates, villages, 
langhouses, old folks 
homes and drug rehabili- 
tation cenlres. 

“WC want to make the 
campaign a yearly af- 
fair.” he said vesterdav 
after Prime Minister Da- 
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo- 
hamad launched the cam- 
paign at the Petronas pet- 
rol kiosk in Sri IIartamas. 

Annuar said that if the 
campaign was successful, 
the ministry would be 
able to increase the m-e- 
sent 191: reading cenircs 
in rurai ;II ('ii> to 1.000 bv 

It;, also said the minis- 
lry had ldcntified 1,001 
rural arcas which would 
benefit from the book do- 
nation drivis 

Earlier, Dr Mahathir 
donated 12 books on vari- 
ous topics including reli- 
k!:clr’ philosophy. lan- 
guage and general read- 
1nt. 

Among them were Is- 
km cmd Ihc Economic 
C‘hullrnge by M. Elmer 

Chapra, The Philosophy qf 
Dynamic Children by 
Tom Vailictte Sr, An Cn- 
suitubk Job -for c: Wurnur;; 
by P.D. James and Mas- 
tering Modern English IIs- 
up by Milan Nandy. 

In the souvenir prcl- 
grammc. I)1 Mahathir 

said although Malaysia 
had a high literacy rate of 
938, its reading culture 
needed improvement. 

The public- can hand 
over thclr hooks tis any 
I%tror,as petrol kitrsk:., 
post office or local com- 
munit! cenlrc. 
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