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KUALA LUMPUR: Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad told Malaysians not
to believe in rumours about riots in-
volving foreign workers or fights re-
sulting from religious conflicts.

“There are no riots. All the rumours
are only. lies. There are no facts
(about the riots). Some people déiber-
ately madc up the story to create cha-
0s in our country,” the Prime Minister
said.

He said this in response to wide-
spread rumours about riots in the
Chow Kit area in the city and impend-
ing trouble involving illegal foreign-
ers as the Aug 15 deadline for foreign
workers to rencw their permits draws
near.

When told about the panic-buying of
foodstuff by people, Dr Mahathir said
it was expected because some people
were irresponsible enough to create a
situation which would throw the coun-
try into chaos.

“These pecople are the traitors of the
country.

“Kalau boleh, saya nak tangkap diu
orang ni dan bawak tengah jalan
saya tibui mereka (If possible Iwant
to catch these people and teke them to
the street and beat them up),” he said.

He added that the rumours might
have been spread by locals and others.
especially through the Internet which
he described as a modern way to aso
circulate poison-pen letters.

Earlier, Inspector-General of TPolice
Tan Sri Abdul Rahim Nonr quashed
rumours Of riots involving illegal for-
eigners.

He warned that stern action would
be taken against those sending e-mail
messages or spreading rumours that
illegal foreigners had bought parangs
and knives in readiness to challenge
the authorities on or before Aug 1.5.

It is learnt that e-mail messages
have been circulated, claiming that il-
legals were stocking up parangs and
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knives in case the authorities
raided their hiding places.

Even those surfing the Inter-
net have come across warn-
ings to take orecautions.

City police chief Deputy
Comm Datuk Kamaruddin Ali
aso dismissed rumours that a
curfew had been imposed in
the Chow Kit area.

“] want to assure the public
that dl is well and that Every-
thing is under control.”

He added that those wanting

to clarifyrumours can call
= (03-2020-199.

Dr Mahathir, who was
speaking to reporters after
chairing’ the Umno Supreme
Council meeting last night,
said that those using the Inter-
net to spread vicious lies had
sparked-anger in Maaysians.

“They had written as if there
is going to bc a war. At the
moment wc cannot trace them.

“It (the Internet) is the pride
of the West who says that it is
the right of human beings,

whiich iin effect cam cieate
trouble in their own society.”
Dr Mahathir said the su-
preme council had discussed
the existence of a certain
group which had been giving
the wrong picture of Idam.
“They are doing it as if they
want to pit the Muslims
against the non-Muslims. Of
course they are not really that
successful but they are doing
it, including using the Inter-
net,” said the Prime Minister.
Dr Mahathir said those in-
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volved in such activities in-
cluded people who claimed to
be preachers, lecturers and
ulamas (religious scholars)
who were not ulamas and who
had no religious background at
all but had other (academic)
qualifications.

He said the lies posted on the
Internet, in English, could in-
fluence many.

Giving an example, he sad
those people ddiberately em-
phasised how Islamic law
cdled for the death penaty for

certain offences.

He said Umno would explain
to Malavsians the true teach-
ings of Islam, based on the
Quran and Hadis (prophetic
traditions).

“We are thinking of setting
up a monitoring unit to check
on those rumours and lies on
the Internet,” he said, adding
that state governments would
be asked to enforce the exist-
ing laws to ensure only ap-
proved Muslim preachers
could deliver religious ser-

mons anywhere.

On Malaysia-Singapore rea
tions, the Prime Minister said
Umno would suppdrt the gov-
ernment’s stand and there
were no plans for the party to
meet Singapore’'s ruling Peo-
ple’s Action Party (PAP).

He said the supreme council,
which met for amost three
and a half hours, also dis-
cussed the steos taken to im-
prove the economy and the at-
tempts by others to foil the
Government’s  efforts.
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