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-
call for wages that commensurate with the ers spend, others will benefit.

“I hope employers are not scared when
they hear this. We are not implementing this
now but we are moving in that direction.”

Dr Mahathir said that to increase wages,
the Government wanted to enhance produc-
tivity through training.

The Prime Minister said the country was
lucky to have such a disciplined workforce.

He said that during this economic down-
turn, unions and workers did not take advan-
tage of the situation by resorting to industri-
al action.

PETALING  JAYA: Malaysians will be able to
draw a minimum wage of KM1,200  a month
in the near future if the txo~le are united
with the Government in rdviv’ing  the econo-
mv. said Datuk  Seri I)r Mahathir Mohamad.

‘fhc projection, conveyed by the Prime
Minister to M’L’UC  leaders  during a meeting
at his ofl’icc on Friday. was dcscrihed as
“ver),  satisfactory” hy the union leaders.

Dr Mahathir said the (;ovcrnmcnt  would
work towards achieving  the minimum wage
despite the current sethack.

11~  said tticrc was alrwdy  a plan to in-
crc’asc‘ x~lar~e~ hut without resorting to in-
dustrial actmn  such as strikes.

RI’I’UC  sccretwy-g:cncral  (;. lia,jasckaran
said the congrc~s  1~~15  happy with the Prime
Minister’s itand. which was in line with its

workers’ co?ribution to the country.
“The Prime Minister told us it was imnor-

tant for workers to be paid decent wages so
that they have strong purchasing power. It
will ensure that the growth cycle is en-
hanced, so cvcrybody  will benefit,” he said.

At the S2nd  MIC general assembly in Su-
bang .Jaya yesterday, Dr Mahathir said the
Government had a vision of Malaysians be-
ing united and prosperous, with workers be-
ing paid fair and decent wages based  on their
contribution to the country.

“We hclicvc  that a worker should earn at
least KMl.XJ(J.  It is in our ulan for i’ision
2020, which wc arc sure we can achieve bc-
fort then.

“It is important for workers to be compen-
sated fairly because  they have to spend (on
family and other commitments). When work-

“I met MTUC leaders to thank them for
their efforts. I told them that we want to cre-
ate as man,y jobs as possihlc so that employ-
ers arc willing to  pay  more hecausc  they
need workers.

“In such a situation, surely employers  will
offer higher salaries,” he said.
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