
Stop the
bickering,

By WAN HAMIDI  HAMID

KUALA LUMPUK:  Ma-
laysian sportsmen and of-
ficials involved in the
Commonwealth Games
have been told to stop po-
iticking, with Datuk Seri
Dr_ Mahathir Mohamad
saying that the matter
was best left to politi-
cians.

The Prime Minister
said that with only 30
days left, they should in-
stead prepare themselves
physically and mentally
to give their best to the
country.

“The pride of the coun
try is at stake. Don’t let
the country down by not
putting in a maximum ef-
fort to win in the Games,”
he said at the handing-
over of the J&r Gemi-
long to the Malaysian con-
tingent at the National
Sports Complex in Wukit
Jalil yesterday.

He also told athletes to
heed their coaches as
time did not permit  for
squabbles to-interfere
with preparations for the
Games. _

“Do not question any-
more. This is not the time
to pose questions. Wheth-
er a coach is good or not.
that is not the question.
They (the coaches) are all
we’ve got.

“This is no time to sulk
or feel frustrated for not
getting the treatment one
deserves.”

The Prime Minister
also reminded athletes to
uphold the nation’s image
and not seek personal glo-
ry as a win would be a vic-
tory for the country.

Dr Mahathir said Ma-
laysian sportsmen must
also not be easily dis-
heartened in comparing
themselves with their
competitors.

“As a Malaysian and the
Prime Minister, I would
like to see our country
achieving success,” he
said.
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