
Flying fire 1 

W'l$$P&l 
tousesoon! 
SITIAWAN Malaysia s fn-stl 
flying fire engine ~111 be m op ’ 
eratlon m a few months time 
said Housmg and Local Gov 
ernment Mmlster Datuk Dr 
Tmg Chew Peh 

He said the flying fire en 
gme mooted by Prime Mmls 
ter Datuk Serl Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad were two Russian 
MI 17 hehcopters to debut dur 
mg the Natlonal Day parade m 
Penang 

He said the mmlstry would 
receive the two helicopters 
each capable of carrymg 36 
firemen from Alrod on that 
day and later send them for 
modlflcatlons 

Apart from fighting fires 
the helicopters will also be be 
fitted with other types of 
equipment to suit then- multl 
purpose roles 

1 hese include rescue work 
m hlghrlse bulldmgs logistic 
and surveillance locatme. hot 
rpotr and even emerg&cy 
fhkhts he told reporters af 
tel.’ opcnmg the KM1 3mll Sri 
ManJung fn-e statlon here yes 
terday 

Dr 1 mg said firemen had 
been trxncd and wtre Poe 
pared to use the hellcopters 
placed under the E u-e and Res 
cut Al1 wmg 

DUL to the eLonomlL down 
turn DI rmg said the mmlstry 
had suggested that state gov 
ernments get the private set 
tor to build fu-e statlons 

IIe said it was suggested that 
the state governments provide 
the land the private sector 
build the stations and the Gov 
ernment supply equipment and 
manpower 

Dr Tmg said it was dlfflcult 
for the Covernment to meet its 
targtt of bulldma 60 fire sta 
tlois under the Seventh Malay 
sla Plan during the present 
economic downturn 
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