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By MUGUNTAN VANAR and RUBEN SARI0 “But have f%Th; wlate;er  action we take has
been well-thought first.”

He explained that government policies! 6;
the aast 40 vears had worked well in bring-

Asked at a press conference before he left
for Kuala J,umpur what he meant by drastic
measures, J)r  Mahathir said some of the
plans formulated by the (;overnment  might
not bc expected by the people.

“I say this because sometimes the C;ovcrn-
ment has to make decisions that may be a
shock to the people.” hc said.

‘J‘he  Prime hlinistcr  added that while such
J’lans  may not be implcmcntcd, “wc have lo
Get the pcoplc’s  mind readv.”

l)r Mnhathir said hlnlay& \roultl not need
(he intcrvcntion  o f  Ifw International  Mane-
tary !:untl  if’ the (;o\~crnmc!it  had Ihc sup

ptrrl ol’ lhr people  l’or its economic rcxover).
pl;m WCh ;IS tlmc.  fr)rmulalcd  by the Na-
licmal  I*L7)nlmic  A c t i o n  (‘cmncil

ing brogress  to the nation and bridging thYe
economic gap ,between  bumiputras and non-
bumiputras.

He said compared to other countries, Ma-
laysia had been able to keep retrenchment to
a minimum because it created more than
ample jobs that were once taken up by for-
eigners and could now he filled by Malay-
sians.

“Our politics  for progress were our olvn.
LVc did not copy from others,” he said.

Asking the people not to stop spending but
instead spend wisely, he said the pcoplc’s
S:lcrifiCc  COUld irlClUdC  hUyirlg  kG3lly-n1&!
gcm!s,  going for domestic holidays and send-
~ng their children to local unlvcrsities.
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He said there was nothing wrong
in Malaysia being ambitious in its de-
velopment plans, adding that big pro-
iects like the KL International Air-
port were undertaken with “our own
resources and our own money.”

Dr Mahathir said that even if Ma-
laysia borrowed money for develop-
ment purposes, the loans were al-
ways repaid.

Although some foreigners had de-
nied that there was a conspiracy to
impede Malaysia’s progress, the fact
remained that their attack on the
ringgit  triggered the economic slow-
down, he said.

WOW they say they want the
prime Minister changed,” he said in
explaining that the economibs  of oth-
er Asian countries which changed
leaders had not improved.

present at the gathering were
Chief Minister Tan Sri Bernard
Dompok and Sabah Cabinet mem-
bers as well as former deputy Prime
minister Tun Ghafar Baba and other
federal leaders.
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