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KUALA LUMPUR:  T h e
money spent on facilities
for the 16th Common-
wealth Games will not be
wasted because the facili-
ties can be used in future,
J>atuk  Seri J1r Mahathir
Mohamad said yesterday.

The Prime Minister
said since Malavsia was
chosen to host thk Games
(from Scot 11 to 21)  it had
carried &t projects some
had dubbed “mega pro-
jects” and which suppos-
edly cost a lot of money.

“The  new airport, stadi-
ums, roads, other facili-’
ties, and even the Interna-
tional Broadcast Centre
(IBC) only cost a quarter
of the cost to build the
new Jlong Kong airport,
not even US$Sbil.

“This is because we
w e r e  c a r e f u l  ih o u r
spending,” J)r Mahathir
said when opening the
RM68mil  IRC in Angkasa-
ouri here.

Also present were In-
formation Minister Datuk
Mohamed Rahmat and
Youth and Suorts Minis-
ter Tan Sri Muhyiddin
Yassin.

The IBC will be the life-
line for all broadcasting
ac t iv i t i e s  during  t h e
Games and will bg used
24 hours bv local and for-
eign TV and  radio sta-
tions.

It offers TV studio,
editing room, control
room, and an archive cen-
tre.

He said although Ma-
laysia had never hosted a
big event like the Com-
monwealth Games, he
was confident it would be
a success because the
people believed in their
own ability.

“We have made the nec-
essary preparations al-
though the budget may be
big for a small nation like
Malaysia,” he said.
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