PM: Don’t sensationalise

Media slammed for reports on KLIA’S woes

By WAN HAMIDIHAMID

KUALA LUMPUR: Reports on
the KI. International Airport’s
technical glitches have been
blown out of proportion by the
local media, Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad said yester-

a%/‘hc Prime Minister said the
media were more interested in
selling news thanto help the
nation.

lle said airports in foreign
countries also encountered
similar, or even worse, prob-
lems when they opened.

“In the United States, there
was an international airport
which was not operational-at a1
when its technical system was
faulty but the local media are
more interested in highlighting
negative issues about our coun-
try,” he said a the presenta-
tion of the excellent service
awards tothe staff of the
Prime Minister's Department
here yesterday.

On Thursday, The Star's arti-
¢le on the importance of team-
work 1o operate KLIA reported
that Chicago’'s O'Hare Interna-
tional Airport, the busiest in
the world handling 69.1 million
passcngers in 1996, was hit by
computer malfunction for
days.

[t 1S also understood that the
1004 completed airports in
Narita and Kansai, Japan, also
taced first-day blues like the
KLIA

Reminding the local media
on their role to help the nation
overcome the economic down-
turn, Dr Mahathir said the pub-
lishers and editors secmed to
be more interested in selling
their news.

“I am sad because the media

are supposed to help us. But
they like to criticise us and
they report negatively,” he
said.

The Prime Minister said the
local media, too, had ques-
tioned the Government's ef-
fortsin setting up funds to help
the peaple, as the press alleged
such funds were to be used to
aid certain individuals.

“As if we set up funds worth
billions of ringgit only to help
certain people. This (attitude)
will surely not help us to over-
come the nation's problems,”
he added.

Speaking to reporters, Dr
Mahathir said raising  funds
would not be a problem to the
Government which would get
them from either local or for-
CIEn SOUTCes.

tHe said some soft loans could
he obtained from the federal
government but ordinary com-

mercial loans would be applikd
for abroad, unless there were
countries wanting to help Ma-
aysia

“We have obtained loans
from Japan for a few projects
and the rest we will borrow
from the market,” he said, add-
ing that the loans would be ob-
tained within the limit of the
Government's capecity.

The Prime Minister also said
the Infrastructure Develop-
ment Fund launched on
Wednesday would not be for
the Multimedia Super Corridor
project alone but all infrastruc-
tural ventures

He said infrastructural de-
velopment such as building
roads, providing amenities like
clectricity and water was given
priority because it wodd pro-
vide a spin-off effect for more
than 140 industrics in the coun-
try.

On US Treasury Secretary
Robert Rubin’s surprise over
Dr Mahathir's statement that
he had agreed that high inter-
est rates could hurt the econo-
my, the Prime Minister said:

“Wdll | don’t know. I'm sur-
Brised also that he's surprised

ut that is the impression I got.
Whatever it is, our view is that
we should have lower interest
rates if we do not want to kill
our business people.

“But if he says he didn't say
i, okay. It is not a problem for
us because we are not asking
for support. That (the fowermg
ol mterest rates) is our deci-
s1omn.”

Dr Mahathiv had said Rubin
expressed the view when he
met Special Functions Minister
{un Daim Zainuddin on Sunday
but Rubin later was quoted as
saving he did not make such
statement.



	PM: Don't sensationalise (The Star 04/07/1998)

