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KUAI,A I,UMlWl<:  Keports  on
the KI, lntcrnalional  Airport’s
technical g!itches  have been
blown out of proportion by the
local media, Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad said yester-
day.

The Prime Minister said the
media were more interested in
selling news than to help the
nation.

lle said airports in foreign
countries also encountered
similar, or even worse, prob-
lcms when they opened.

“In Ihe United States, there
was an international airport
which was not operational-at al1
when its technical system was
faulty but the local media are
more interested in highlighting
negative issues about our coun-
lrv.” he said al the presenta-
tir;n  of the excellent service
awards  lo the staff of the
Prime Minister’s Department
here yesterday.

On Thursday, 7’he  Stur’s arti-
clc  on the importance of tcam-
work 10 operate Kl,lA rcportcd
that Chicago’s O’llare  lntcrna-
tional Airport, the busiest in
the world handling 69.1 million
passcngcrs in 1996, was hit hy
coniputcr  malfuncrion f o r
days.

I( is alscr  underslo~)d  Ihal the
I Ill)’  i c~~mplcl~tl  airports in
?<;1i’i1;1  arid l<ans;ii.  .lapari. aho
l:lix’!l I’ll?+d;l)’ I,luci l i k e  1llC
!<!.I:2
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for reports on KLIA’s woes

are supposed to help us. But
they like to criticise us and
they report negatively,” he
said.

‘The Prime Minister said the
local media, too, had ques-
tioned the Government’s ef-
forts in setting up funds to help
the people. as the press alleged
such funds were to be used to
aid certain individuals.

mercial loans would be applikd
for abroad, unless there were
countries wanting to help Ma-
laysia.

“We have obtained loans
from Japan for a few projects
and the rest we will borrow
from the market,” he said, add-
ing that the loans would be ob-
tained within the limit of the
Government’s  capacity.

The Prime Minister also said
the Infrastructure Develop-
ment Fund launched on
W&dncsday  would not he for
lhc  hIul~irnedia  Supcl~  Corridclr
proji’cl  alone hii1 all infraslrui-
lUl21 \c'IlI~II‘CS

On US Treasury Secretary
Robert Kubin’s surprise over
Dr Mahathir’s statement that
he had agreed that high inter-
est rates could hurt the econo-
my, the Prime Minister said:

“Well I don’t know. I’m sur-
prised also thal.ht:‘s  surprised
but that is the impression I got.
Whatever it is, our view is that
we should have lower interest
rates if we do not want to kill
our business people.
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