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KUALA LUMPUR: Prime Minister Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad has told the 
parties involved in organising the 
Commonwealth Games to stop arguing 
among themselves and work together 
instead. 

Ile said time did not permit anyone to de- 
fend one’s “territory” when the events were 
to be held from Sept 11 to 21. 

“There is no need for anyone to protect his 
own empire. The only cmpirc we have is the 
country. whose dignity must be protected by 
all who are involved~in the Commonwealth 
(;amL3s <’ . . hc said, adding that preparations 
for thu (;amcs. although satisfactory, were 
rift with problems. 

“S~~~i~c~imcs, It is as if there arc two cap- 
talnx on cme shop stccrlng in different direc- 
tlons. l)urmg the preparation stage, this 
problem is not I-call!’ worrying. 

“Hut when the actual (;amcs begin. cooper- 
ation among all parties is very important. I f  
thcrc arc diffcrcnccs in opinion, scttlc them 
through negotiations mstcad of making it 
public.” hc said when opc’ning the National 
Sports (‘cmiple~ in liukit Jalil last night. 

Stop squabbling and start workina 
together, parties to KL Games toiJd 

With the opening of the complex, the Prime 
Minister also announced the names for the 
facilities. 

Stadium Nasional is the new name for the 
main stadium, Stadium Putra the indoor sta- 
dium, Pusat Akuatik Nasional the swimming 
complex, Stadium Hoki Nasional and Pusat 
Skuasy Nasional (squash complex). These fa- 
cilities are within the Kukit ,Jalil National 
Sports Complex. 

For the two facilities at the Bukit Kiara 
Sports Complex, the indoor stadium is named 
Stadium .Juara and the lawn bowl greens will 
bc known as Pusat Roling Padang Nasional. 

Dr Mahathir said Malavsians should feel 
relieved that the decision to build the com- 
plex was made before the economic down- 
turn. 

“If \le want to build the complex now, 
surely the costs will be more - even to the 
extent that we cannot afford to build it,” he 
said. 

Alrhough Malaysia was suffering from the 
dcnreciation of the rintrcrit and the decline of 

would generate great returns in the coun- 
try’s progress. 

“Whether we like it or not, sport has be- 
come an industry which will contribute to the 
economic development of the nation,” he 
said, adding that the complex would not have 
been built if there was no potential of getting 
returns. 

Earlier, when launching the STAR-LRT 
system at the Sultan Ne,+u a Siarton m Bukit 
Jalil. the Prime Minister said the nrtriect’s 
early completion showed that M>laj.sian 
companies were capable of handling big pro- 
jects. 

He said it also proved that local c(JmpnicS 

were efficient, credible and could be trusted 
by the Govcrnmcnt and the people in im:A- 
menting big projects. 

Dr Mahathir said Kuala Lumpur should 
have only one light rail transit system, but as 
local investors lacked the capital and experi- 
ence the (;o\,crnmcnt had to allow four com- 
panies to handle four differcut s!‘stems. 

IIe hoped thcrc wwld be intcgraticm 
among the four so that commuter> would not 
face problt~rn~. 
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